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 TRAIL TALES TRIVIA TEST #2, RESTAURANTS 
1. Name this Detroit Company that purchased hundreds of acres of land in the early 1920s on the site of 
the current Burroughs Tavern restaurant located on Brighton Road? 
2. Prior to the Wooden Spoon restaurant this building was the first location of this nearby restaurant? 
3. The Log Cabin Inn on West Grand River has been a restaurant by the same name since the late 1930s 
when it also included a gas station selling this brand of gasoline? 
4. The Yum Yum Tree restaurant was located on which street prior to moving to the current Main Street 
location? 
5. Name the Michigan governor whose gravesite is located behind the Dairy Queen in the Old Village 
Cemetery? 
6. Prior to Olga’s and Starbuck’s this site was the first home to Brighton’s nearby restaurant called? 
7. What was the 1905 name of the red brick building built on Main St at the RR crossing in 1873 that will 
soon be known as Brewery Becker serving customers as a new microbrewery? 
8. What was the name of the Ford Dealership located in current the Bagger Dave’s restaurant building? 
9. The Stout Irish Pub building on East Grand River Ave. was used in earlier years for several different car 
dealerships that sold what brands of cars? 
10. The Lu and Carl’s restaurant building formerly had a business that was the first in the county to use 
this modern convenience in the 1940s? 
11. Brighton Bar and Grill restaurant still has interior remnants of machinery from an earlier business that 
was used to? 
12. The building housing Buon Gusto Italian Bistro Restaurant on Main St was part of what type of earlier 
business? 
13. Located behind The Pound! Bar and Grill on Main St was an important Brighton family business that 
sold? 
14. Prior to Sagano Japanese Bistro and Steakhouse locating to this Main St site, you would have found 
Dan Schmidt managing this type of business? 
15. If you visited the Ciao Amici restaurant building in the early 1980s what would you have purchased? 
16. Stillwater Grill is located on the parking lot site of the former 1960s car dealership called? 
17. If you were visiting Adolph Martin’s business in the 1920s at Grand River Ave and North St in the same 
building as today’s Champs Pub restaurant, what type of business would you have found? 
18. Cheryl’s Place restaurant on Old US 23 and Spencer Road was known years ago for its stone castle 
appearance as the? 
19. The Sushi Zen restaurant at Grand River and Main Street was originally constructed in the early 1960s 
as a? 
20. If you visited Frank Cline in the early 1900s at his business on the corner of First and Main Streets, site 
of today’s 440 Main restaurant, what items would you have purchased?  

For answers to the above questions see page 4
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Thanks and Recognition 
Thanks: continued from column one this page. 

 

 Don Thomas, Bob  Knight,  Joe Collins, 
Dave Pettigrove, Larry Lawrence, Bill 
Dixon, Jerry Damon, Gunnar Damon, 
Linda Millar, Clark Millar and Jim 
Vichich for their volunteer work at Old 
Village Cemetery on July 22 for the 
“Headstone Preservation Project”. 
Headstone bases were installed and 
broken headstones were epoxied to-
gether for insertion into the bases. 
Many other headstones were plumbed 
and leveled. Next work date is the 4th 
Monday of August, August 26 from 
9am –2pm. Call Jim (810-250-7276) for 
information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bob Galea, Kate & Larry Lawrence, 
Sheryl James, Bert & Marieanna Bair, 
the Charles Bair Family, the Kinsey 
Family and Shirley & Bob Knight for 
the CoBACH display, “Freedom Rings.”  

 All the dedicated researchers who 
spend Thursday mornings, research-
ing, archiving and updating files: Lynn 
Millar, Marieanna Bair, Joe Collins, Sue 
Garcia, Larry Lawrence, Caren Bier-
man, Sue Zimmermann, Jerry Damon, 

Meredes Ferreyra, Sheryl James, and 
Jim Vichich. 

 

 
 
 
 

August 4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, and 28: 
5pm-8pm 
BAHS hosts at CoBACH Center on Sun & Wed. 

August 3—4: 10am– 4pm. 
Art Festival downtown  Brighton on Main St. 

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 9am-12nn 
Archiving/Open House at Lyon School. 
Visitors are welcome. Please share your early 
life Brighton experiences. 

August 26: 9am-2pm 
Old Village Cemetery Headstone Project 

Workday. 
Join us the 4th Monday of the month as head-
stone repair work continues in 2013.  

Future dates are September 23 and October 
28. Questions call Jim Vichich, 517-304-7722 

August 28: 6pm 
BAHS Board Meeting at CoBACH 
 
WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
 
August 9,10, 9am-pm: Saline Area Historical 
Society. US—12 Statewide Garage Sale. 
www.salinehistory.org 
August 11, 12:  Waterloo Area Historical Soci-
ety. Antique Tractor, Truck, Farm Equipment 
Show. 
www.waterloofarmmuseum.org 
 

August 21-24: Federation of Genealogical 
Societies Conference, Ft. Wayne, IN. “Journey 
thru Generations.” Schedules are available at 
the  Brighton District Library. 
Summer: Sat. 10—2, Wednesday 2—4. Dear-
ing Museum in Hartland is open. 

Dates to Remember  

Society Life Members: 
Tom Archer 
Shirley Barton 
Marilyn Campbell (IN) 
Nancy Fredenburg 
William & Lenore Harris 
Betsy & Bob Herbst 
Larry & Kate Lawrence 
Seth & Shannon Lemke (TX) 
Carol McMacken 
Joyce Powers 
Douglas & Carole Rearick  
Robert & Pauline Schaffer 
Anne Stratigos 

2013 Business / Professional Members: 
Acorn  Deck Accessories, Inc. 
Advance Craft Builders 
Fred Bonine, DDS, MSPC 
Brighton Bar and Grill 
Robert Clark Eye Center, MD., P.C. 
Caretel Inns of Brighton 
Champ’s Pub 
Davis Multimedia, Inc. 
Susan Doyle, realtor 
Grace Pointe Church 
Kimble Appraisal Group, Inc. 
Mancuso and Cameron P.C. 
Schoolhouse Family Dentistry 
SOS Livingston 
Synergy Environmental, Inc. 
Yum Yum Tree 
Lawrence Autobody ** 
McCririe & Associates, P.C. 
Masonic Lodge No. 247 ** 
Patrick Financial Group, LLC** 
Promess, Inc.** 
Refrigeration Research ** 
Archer Huntley Financial Services ** 

** Life Members 
Our efforts are not possible without the sup-
port of  our  Business/Professional members.

Memberships: 
BUS/PROF: 
Kimble Appraisal Group. Inc.* 

FAMILY/INDIV: 
INDIV: Pam Moore* and Barbara Smith. 
* Welcome to new members Kimble Ap-
praisal Group, Inc. and Pam Moore. 
Board members and those able to more 
actively participate are encouraged by 
your support 
Thanks: 

 Bert and Marieanna Bair, Judith 
Coebly, Jackie Damm, Jeanette John-
son, Gary Reuter, and Jim Vichich 
who prepared the July issue of Trail 
Tales for mailing. 

 Mike Kennedy of Lindhout Associ-
ates Architects for copying services. 

 CoBACH volunteers for July: Joe Col-
lins, Nancy Fredenburg, Larry Law-
rence, Hank Winegar, Ralph Stein-
berger,  and Jim Vichich. 

 Larry Lawrence for the copy of the 
April 2, 1886, Brighton Citizen news-
paper for the Society archives collec-
tion. 

 Faith and Phil Capling, Kim Reutter 
McNabb, Beth Reutter Mullen, Gary 
Reutter, Judy Coebly and Susan 
Shearer for allowing their dollhouses 
to be displayed at CoBACH for the 
“Let’s Play Dollhouse” exhibit. Also 
thanks to Faith and Phil Capling, 
Mindy Kinsey and Jim Vichich for 
their support and setting up of the 
Dollhouse Exhibit display. 

 All those who send address changes 
for Trail Tales mailing. 

 Our Tail Tales editor, Jerry Damon. 

PLEASE CONSIDER 
 

The Brighton Area Historical Society has 
six life time members please consider 

joining this illustrious list  and become a 
life time member 

Next time you are in downtown 
Brighton walk through the Old Village 

Cemetery and see the  progress of 
the “Headstone Restoration Project”. 

http://www.brightonareahistorical.com/
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We Need Your Help 

BAHS Leadership 

President 
Jim Vichich 

Vice President 
Marieanna Bair 

Secretary 
Judith Coebly 

Interim Treasurer  
Mindy Kinsey 

Trail Tales Editor 

Jerry Damon 

Directors 

Joe Collins 
Jerry Damon 
Nancy Fredenburg 
Larry Lawrence 
Thomas Reinke 

Tammy Sexton 

 

 

Education Liaison 

Judith Coebly 
Sue Skwarski 

BAHS: How to Contact Us or Find Us 
If you would like to contact us, please use the following options: 

E-Mail: 
info@brightonareahistorical.com 

Phone: 
(810) 250-7276 

US Mail: 
Brighton Area Historical Society 
P. O. Box 481 
Brighton, MI 48116-0481 

Lyon School 
11455 Buno Road, west of Pleasant Valley Road.  The 1885 Lyon 
School is a fully restored, barrier-free one-room schoolhouse and 
serves as our organization headquarters.   

CoBACH Center 
202 W. Main Street, in downtown Brighton next to the Millpond.  
CoBACH is formally known as the City of Brighton, Arts, Culture and 
History Center.  It is located in the historic 1879 two story brick 
building, also known as the Old Town Hall. 

The BAHS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.  Please 
help us fund our mission while also helping yourself with a 
tax-deductible contribution. 

The BAHS accepts monetary support and donations of 
historical artifacts.  Please consider supporting us with 
your generosity. 

Images of America: The Brighton Area 
by Genal Pratt with the 
Brighton Area Historical Society                      

128 pages, and includes 199 pictures 

$20.00    Plus $5.00 if shipping is required 

Description: This new book contains a treas-
ured collection of photographs and provides a 
fascinating historical record of the people, 
farms, and businesses that drove the growth of 
Brighton through the 19th and 20th centuries. 
The architecture, landscape, and cherished 
character of Brighton tell the stories that em-
body the foundation of our community today. 

We are asking our members to step up and get 
involved.  “Can you fill these jobs?” 

Treasurer 
Bookkeeping experience needed, knowledge of 
Quick-books a plus: Current Treasurer willing to 
advise. 

Volunteers at CoBACH 

Welcome desk, help set up displays, loan of  
personal  items for displays of the early days of 
Brighton. 

Contact Jim Vichich at 810-250-7276 

The BAHS relies on participation of its members and the generosity of its patrons.  If you would like to make a donation or become 
a member, please mail to the address provided on the form below. 

Support BAHS: Become a Member or Donate 

The Brighton Area Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization .  All donations are tax deductible. 

Mail check or money order payable to: 
Brighton Area Historical Society 
P. O. Box 481 
Brighton, MI 48116-0481 Zip Code: State: City: 

Address: 

(         )           — Name: Phone: 

E-Mail: 

Membership Plan: 

New  

Renew 

$2 Student 

$15 Individual 

$25 Family 

$60 Business/Professional 

$500 Life 

$50 Patron 

How would you prefer to receive Trail Tales: Email US mail 
(PLEASE CHECK ONE) 

Friend of Lyon School:  

$50 Other $_______ 

$10 $100 

 $25 $250 

BAHS Projects Fund:  

Other $_______ $50 

$25 

$10 $100 

$250 

New book released   

http://www.brightonareahistorical.com/
mailto:info@brightonareahistorical.com
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FROM THE WILDERNESS—BRIGHTON   Part 5 

Through the years of the settlement of Livingston County, a 
number of railroad companies were formed but folded.   July 
17, 1864, the Detroit, Lansing and Lake Michigan (later Detroit, 
Lansing and Northern) Railroad was organized.  Hiram H. Smith 
was president and William J. McPherson, Jr., was treasurer.  
March 10, 1871, these business men, along with Edward G. 
McPherson, purchased land in   Brighton Township, Sections 30 
and 31 from Elijah Fitch and Elizabeth Cushing.  The DLLM Rail-
road would bisect this purchase.  The Smith-McPherson Addi-
tion was formed west of Ore Creek.  Lots in the Addition pro-
vided sites for homes and businesses.  A poster announcing the 
auction of lots, including the promise of a local brass band 
providing music, promoted the sale.  (This poster is on display 
in CoBACH Center.)  Flags and banners added to the excitement 
of the day. 

Residential  lots were purchased by early settlers, living in Gen-
oa Township, who decided to retire to the amenities of village 
living, leaving the farming to offspring.  Frequently more than 
one lot was purchased in order to build the barn for the neces-
sary horse and buggy. 

The trestle  bridge allowed safe, convenient crossing of Ore 
Creek.  Pedestrian paths on Main Street were boardwalks.  
These walks were supported by posts and/or pilings where 
they were built over the wet land.  This swampy area paralleled 
Main Street on the north to First Street and north to Walnut.  

Residents north of Cedar Street had swampy Ore Creek at their 
back door. 

At this writing the City Hall, the 53rd District Court, the Cedar 
Street parking lot  (i.e. Farmer’s Market), Lynn’s Café, the Imag-
ination Station, public rest rooms, the alley and rear entrances 
to stores are all built on fill.  Folks enjoying the Kiwanis Sunday 
night concerts set up seating on fill.  

By 1873, Commercial interests extended west of Ore Creek to 
the railroad.  The Western House (still standing) and the Lan-
ning Railroad Hotel were especially busy when the train ar-
rived.  Passengers included sales  representatives with mer-
chandise needed by the local merchants.  Within a few years, 
poultry and meat markets, general stores, McPherson’s cloth-
ing and fabric shop, Belding’s livery, Pipp and Becker Hardware 
Store, Weber Brothers carriage and harness makers, black-
smiths, paint and wallpaper store, could be patronized. 

The F.T. Hyne and Son grain elevator and ‘plaster’ house (a lime 
and marl mixture to sweeten land at the time) stood by the 
tracks.  A stock yard, lumber mill, and a planing mill were fur-
ther north along the track.  This part of town began to rival the 
earlier commercial interests along Grand River. 

(Compiled by Marieanna Bair from Bill Pless writings; “From 
Settlement to City” by Carol McMacken ;  and Census records.)  

Additions/corrections requested. 810-229-6402 

Answers to Trivia Test on page 1  
1. Burroughs 
2. Sammy’s Sail Inn 
3. Cities Services 
4. Grand River Avenue 
5. Kinsley Bingham 

6. Lil’ Chef 
7. Western House Hotel 
8. Bill Davidson Ford 
9. Ford and Chevrolet 
10. Air conditioning 
11. Grind grains 

12. Lumber 
13. Ice 
14. Five and Dime 
15. Furniture 
16. Van Camp Chevrolet 
17. Blacksmith 

18. Three Towers 
19. Laundromat 
20. Men’s clothing 
 
 

http://www.brightonareahistorical.com/

