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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH IS CONTINUING ON A LIST OF FARMS, COPIED FROM A C. 1900 NEWSPAPER
CLIPPING. ATTEMPTS ARE BEING MADE TO FIND WHERE THEY WERE LOCATED, WHY THEY
HAVE THE NAME ASSIGNED AND SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE OWNERS. THIS ISSUE DEALS
wITH THE HENRY J. CRAWFORD FARM: Meapow BRoOK, ON PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD IN
BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP.

RESEARCH OF THE 1859 BRIGHTON TowNSHIP ATLAS SHOWS AARON BEACH'S NAME ON THIS
P1ece, Et SEY oF Section 22, 80 ACRES. A BUILDING IS ALSO INDICATED ON THE
PROPERTY. By 1875, MiLo BeAcH, AARON’S SON, (WHO HAD MARRIED NEIGHBOR MARY
CoNeLy IN 1867) 1S RECORDED. THIS WAS A GENTLY ROLLING PIECE THROUGH WHICH
MANN CREEK FLOWS FROM BINDERNAGLE HE1GHTS (GENERAL MoTorRs PROVING GROUND SITE)
NEAR THE OAKLAND COUNTY BORDER. (THIS CREEK CONNECTS WITH WOODRUFF CREEK AND
THEN FLOWS INTO THE HurRON RIVER.)

HENRY J. CRAWFORD WORKED FOR MiLo. HENRY AND ANNA, MILO'S DAUGHTER, MARRIED IN
1892. By 1915, HENRY IS RECORDED AS OWNER OF 80 ACRES LOCATED JUST NORTHWEST
oF MILo’s. THIS WAS A HILLY PIECE, GOOD FOR GRAZING SHEEP AND CATTLE. [T IS
INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT WHEN HENRY AND ANNA MARRIED, MILO AND MARY MOVED PART
OF THEIR HOUSE SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET NORTH FOR THEM. THIS HOUSE STILL STANDS,
WITH MANY ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS HAVING BEEN MADE.

TWO SONS WERE BORN - ONE DIED AT THE AGE OF 13, THE OTHER, EARLE, MARRIED
FRANC DunninG 1IN 1917. (FRANC wAS 101 ON HER LAST BIRTHDAY.) EARLE AND FRANC
FARMED, RAISING HOGS, STEERS AND DAIRY COWS. THAT FALL THE BARN: FULL OF CROPS
FOR WINTER, BURNED TO THE GROUND. ALTHO' THE ANIMALS WERE SAVED DIFFICULT TIMES
LAY AHEAD. A BARN HAD TO BE BUILT AND MILK HAD TO BE SHIPPED. EARLE RAISED
WHEAT AND HAY, DID CUSTOM FARMING AND HAY BALING AND WORKED IN A MACHINE SHOP.
FRANC TAUGHT SCHOOL AND CONDUCTED A CAMP FOR CHILDREN DURING THE SUMMER TO

HELP WITH EXPENSES.

TopAY MILo AND HENRY’'S FARMS ARE PART OF THE LAKE MORAINE DEVELOPMENT. A DAM
HAS BEEN BUILT oN MANN CReek. (CoMpILED FROM MILT CHARBONEAU'S COLLECTIONS OF
OBITUARIES, 1880 HisTory oF LiviINGSTON COUNTY, ATLASES AND THE ASSISTANCE OF
EL1zABETH CRAWFORD HERBST. MARIEANNA BAIR, 810/229-6402. CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION ALWAYS WELCOME.)



