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AREA FARMS c. 1900

A c. 1900 NEWSPAPER CLIPPING HAS A LISTING OF NAMED FARMS AND THEIR OWNERS.
RESEARCH IS CONTINUING TO FIND WHERE THEY WERE LOCATED, WHY THEY HAD THE NAME
ASSIGNED AND SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THE OWNERS. IN THIS ISSUE SHADY NOOK, ON
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SPENCER AND KENSINGTON ROADS, IS THE SITE OF OUR RE-
SEARCH. IN THE cLIPPING CHARLES S. FOOTE, IS LISTED AS THE OWNER.

FOUR YEARS AFTER HIS PARENTS, Linus AND MARY (SMiTH) FOOTE, CAME TO LYON Town-
sHIP, OAKLAND CounTy FRoM NEw YORK, CHARLES WAS BORN FEBRUARY 21, 1836. IN
1832 THERE WERE ONLY TWO OTHER CABINS IN THE AREA. THE CABIN LINUS BUILT WAS
EIGHT FEET HIGH IN FRONT, SIX FEET IN THE REAB. AND ROOFED OVER'WITH BARK. A
CRUDE DWELLING WITH NO WINDOWS. [T PROBABLY HAD A DIRT FLOOR, A FIRE PLACE FOR
HEAT AND LIGHT AND A HEAVY BLANKET FOR A DOOR. CHARLES WAS BORN IN THAT LITTLE
CABIN AS WAS HIS SISTER, AMELIA, IN 1834 AND A YOUNGER BROTHER, ADELBERT, BORN
c. 1838. (ApeLBerT DIED IN THE CiviL WAR.)

[N APrIL, 1849, Linus BouGHT 80 ACRES FROM ELIJAH JOHNSON (WHO HAD PURCHASED IT
ORIGINALLY JuLy 15, 1835) AND ANOTHER 80 FROM GARRET MARTIN (PURCHASED May 21,
1836). BoTH PIECES IN SECTION 25, BRIGHTON TownsHIP. (BOTH ORIGINAL PURCHASERS
WERE FROM NEw York.) AN 80 ACRE PIECE, OWNED BY A.M. BROwN, LAY BETWEEN. (By
1875 CHARLES S. FOOTE 1S THE OWNER OF THAT PIECE AND THE 80 TO THE EAST WAS
SOLD TO WILLIAM FULLER.) LINUS AGAIN FOUND HIMSELF A SETTLER ON UNDEVELOPED
LAND WITH ONLY TWO OTHER HOUSES WITHIN A MILE RADIUS OF HIS OWN. THE PORTRAIT
AND B1oGRAPHICAL ALBUM OF 1891 DESCRIBED, IN GLOWING TERMS, THE HOUSE AND ‘HIS
BARNS, THE FARMER'S PRIDE, ARE LARGE AND SHOW CAREFUL ATTENTION.' (THAT HOUSE IS
STILL STANDING.) A STREAM FLOWS THE LENGTH OF THE WEST 80 ENDING IN A SWAMP WEST
oF KENSINGTON RoAp. [T MEeTs WoopRUFF CREEK AND THEN FLOWS INTO THE HURON RIVER.

CHARLES, 13 ON THE MOVE TO BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP, HAD NOT MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR
EDUCATION. HE ATTENDED THE LOG DISTRICT SCHOOL FOR ABOUT THREE MONTHS A YEAR.
CLEARING LAND IN ORDER TO FARM TOOK A GREAT DEAL OF ENERGY AND TIME. ABLE-
BODIED YOUNG MEN WERE HARD AT WORK AT AN EARLY AGE. ELIZABETH, THE SISTER OF
WILLIAM FULLER, THE NEIGHBOR TO THE EAST, BECAME HIS BRIDE IN OcTOBER OF 1859.
SON HERBERT AND DAUGHTER CARRIE WERE BORN TO THEM. CARRIE MARRIED E.A. VAN RIPER,
OctoBer 19, 1892; pyine IN 1893 oF CONSUMPTION. HERBERT MARRIED A SISTER OF JuDD
BURT (WHO ALSO OWNED PROPERTY IN THE AREA.) THEIR DAUGHTER, FLORENCE: MARRIED
EpwarD S. WHALEN NovemBer 29, 1911. To THEM MILDRED AND GERALD (WHO DIED THIS
YEAR) WERE BORN. (THE FOOTE NAME CEASES, THE WHALEN NAME WILL LIVE ON IN GERALD'S
SIX CHILDREN.) (CoMpiLED FROM CounTY ATLASES AND MrRs. MyrRon WEST'S SCRAPBOOKS
DONATED BY EvA WHALEN. MARIEANNA BAIR, 810/229-6402, SEEKS MORE INFORMATION.)



