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AREA FARMS c. 1900

RESEARCH IS CONTINUING ON A LIST OF NAMES OF LOCAL FARMS, THEIR LOCATION, AND THEIR
OWNERS. THE C. 1900 NEWSPAPER CLIPPING INCLUDES THREE BrpweLLs - F.E. (Frank), G.A.
(GEORGE ALBERT) AND W.L. (WiLLiAM). FRANK AND GEORGE ALBERT ARE TWO OF THE THREE
SONS OF SETH BIDWELL. WILLIAM IS A SON OF GEORGE ALBERT.

[N 1834 SETH cAME TO BrigHTON TownsHIP FROM ORLEAN CounTy, N.Y. THAT FIRST WINTER
HE STAYED WITH FRIEND BENJAMIN BLAINE WHO HAD COME THE YEAR BEFORE, FROM ORLEAN
COUNTY, AND BUILT A LOG, TWO STORY HOUSE ON A LAKE. IN SEPTEMBER 1835, SETH BOUGHT
80 ACRES IN SecTion 5 anp 80 1IN SECTION 8, WHERE, WITHIN A SHORT TIME: HE BUILT HIS
HOME OM THE SOUTH SIDE OF McCLEMENTS ROAD. THIS HOUSE IS STILL STANDING AND BEING
CARED FOR.

By 1895 GeorRGE ALFRED OWNED 80 ACRES IN SEcTION 9, THE AuLD NEST, ALSO STILL STANDING.
BRIGHTON SAND AND GRAVEL IS LOCATED ON MOST OF THE REMAINING PROPERTY. GEORGE WAS
MUSTERED ouT OF Co. E, 24TH INFANTRY ON Jung 30, 1865, ALONG WITH HIS NEIGHBORS

MiLo CrRawFORD, CHARLES E. DURFEE AND JOSEPH T. VANAMBURG, AFTER SERVING IN THE CiviL
WAR. SHORTLY AFTER HE AND WEALTHA JANE CLARK MARRIED. AFTER HER DEATH IN 1887, WILL
MARRIED MARY BLAINE. By 1920 THEY LIVED AT 232 S. THIRD AND CONDUCTED THE BRIGHTON
REALTY BUSINESS. A BRIGHTON ARGUS NEWS ITEM REPORTS THAT THE COMPANY HAD BOUGHT THE
MANNY CROUT FARM NORTH OF BRIGHTON AND THEY PLANNED TO CAMP OUT THERE DURING HARVEST
TIME. ABOUT EIGHT YEARS EARLIER GEORGE WAS PASSING THE TIME OF DAY WITH HANS REIDEL IN
TOWN WHEN A RUNAWAY TEAM RAN FROM THE MILL AND WEST ON MAIN STREET, RUNNING OVER THE
MEN. BOTH SURVIVED ALTHO' GEORGE HAD HEAD LACERATIONS. [HE WAGON AND HARNESS WAS
COMPLETELY SMASHED BEFORE THE TEAM WAS STOPPED. HIS OBITUARY, AFEW YEARS LATER. STATES
WILL HAD BUILT “...MORE BUILDINGS IN BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP THAN ANY OTHERS.”

FRANK E. BIDWELL'S MAPLE RACE FARM (STILL A FEW MAPLES LEFT) STRADDLES PLEASANT VALLEY
Roap 1IN S?CTION 27. AFTER Roy AND ADA CONELY MARRIED THEY MOVED TO FRANK'S FARM FOR
A WHILE. [HEY PROBABLY HELPED WITH THE FARM siNCE FRANK WAS A TEACHER FOR A WHILE.

HE WAS ALSO A DIRECTOR OF THE LIVINGSTON MUTUAL TELEPHONE COMPANY AND SOLD INSURANCE.

By 1875 WiLL BioweLL & COo. ARE NOTED AS OWNING 140+ ACRES IN SECTIONS 4 AND 5. HIs
THE OAkS FARM WAS LOCATED ON oOLD: OLD 23 (TAYLOR ROAD). BEAUTIFUL HOMES ARE NOW IN
THE ORCHARD ESTATES DEVELOPMENT. ONE CAN STILL FIND THE BIDWELL NAME IN THE LOCAL
DIRECTORY. (CoMPILED FROM CounTY ATLASES, CHARBONEAU'S OBITUARIES., WEST'S SCRAPBOOKS:

AND 1880 HisTorY ofF LivINGSTON CounTy. MARIEANNA BAIr, 810/229-6402» SEEKS MORE
INFORMATION.)



