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AREA FARMS C. 1900

As THE LOGICAL REPOSITORY OF ITEMS OF HISTORICAL VALUE THE SOCIETY HAS ACQUIRED
A LISTING OF LOCAL FARMS AND THE NAMES GIVEN THEM. THE LISTING GIVES NO CLUE

AS TO DATE OF ORIGIN, COMPILER, REASON FOR COMPILING OR HOW THESE NAMES WERE
DETERMINED OR BESTOWED.

OTHER QUESTIONS ARISE. HOW WERE FARMS SELECTED FOR INCLUSION? MANY MAJOR FARMERS
ARE NOT LISTED. WHY ARE MOST OF THOSE LISTED IN BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP WITH ONLY A
FEW FROM GENOA AND GREEN OAK TOWNSHIPS? WITH NO INFORMATION AS TO LOCATION

OUR ONLY CLUE 1S “CHARLES JACOBS - PLEASANT VIEW FARM, BRIGHTON”. SOME OF OUR
SENIOR RESIDENTS MAY KNOW BUT NOT MANY HAVE THAT INFORMATION UNLESS THEY GREW

UP IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE JACOBS' FARM.

RESEARCH OF THE 1915 LivinesTon COUNTY ATLAS HAS LOCATED MOST OF THOSE LISTED.
THE ATLAS’ INDEX OF NAMES INCLUDES THE SECTION IN WHICH PROPERTY IS OWNED.
KNOWLEDGE OF CONTEMPORARY ROAD NAMES IS VITAL = NO ROADS CARRY NAMES IN THE
ATLAS. ONE KNEW WHERE THE URIPPEN PLACE WAS, OR THE KELLY, OR THE HACKER FARM.
EVEN WHEN RURAL FREE DELIVER WAS INAUGURATED, OcToBER 1, 1896, ROAD NAMES WERE
NOT NECESSARY. MAIL MERELY REQUIRED YOUR NAME AND PosT OFFICE. THE ADVENT OF
ELECTRICITY, WITH EDISON’S NEED TO PROPERLY BILL CUSTOMERS: BROUGHT ABOUT DESIG~
NATED ROAD NAMES AND NUMBERS FOR STRUCTURES.

THE INDEX OF 1915 ATLAS RECORDS THAT CHARLES JAcOBS OWNED 80 ACRES IN Section 19
OF BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP. FROM THIS IT CAN BE DEDUCED THAT PLEASANT VIEW FARM wAS
LOCATED ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF HILTON Roap EAsT OF GRAND RIVER, ABOUT & MILE

WwesT oF ORE CREEK WHERE HILTON ROAD CROSSES IT. FACING NORTH ONE SEES THE DAM
ACROSS THE STREAM AND WOODLAND LAKE NORTH OF IT. (BY THE WAY, WHEN WAS THE

DAM CONSTRUCTED?)

FRoM CHARLES JACOBS' OBITUARY IT CAN BE LEARNED HE WAS BORN IN 1846 1N BRIGHTON
TOWNSHIP AND DIED IN 1924 1N BRIGHTON VILLAGE. HE AND HIS WIFE. Eunice BipweLL,
WHOM HE MARRIED IN 1868, HAD MOVED INTO TOWN A FEW YEARS EARLIER. A LEG WOUND,
RECEIVED DURING THE CiviL WAR BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS, PLAGUED HIM FOR MANY
YEARS. THREE CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THEM: SETH B., PUBLISHER OF THE BRIGHTON
ARGUS AT THE TIME OF HIS FATHER'S DEATH, AND TWO DAUGHTERS, MRs. J. L. TAYLOR
AND MRS. W. J. DONALDSON, ALL OF BRiGHTON. EunICE DIED IN 1931. (INFO FROM:
NEWSPAPER CLIPPING, 1Y15 ATLAS LIVINGSTON COUNTY AND OBITUARY LISTINGS BOOK
COMPILED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU. MARIEANNA BAIR, 810/229-6402.)



