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AREA FARMS c. 1900

A c. 1900 NEWSPAPER CLIPPING CONTAINS A LIST OF 41 FARMS, ALMOST ALL IN BRIGHTON
TownsHIP. THE LIST CONSISTS OF OWNERS' NAMES AND NAMES GIVEN THEIR FARMS. RE-
SEARCH INTO THE LOCATIONS: TYPES OF FARM AND FAMILY HISTORY WILL: HOPEFULLY.
REVEAL BACKGROUND ON WHAT THE AREA WAS LIKE AT THAT TIME. THE LAMART HICKS FARM
ON SKEMAN ROAD IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

LAMART’S PARENTS, WHEATON AND SALLIE, CAME FRoM CAYAHOGA, New York, 1N 1859,
WITH NINE YEAR OLD LAMART AND HIS SIBLINGS: Eucene, 15, Lors, 13, Ross, 10 anD
SARAH, 7. FOR MANY YEARS WHEATON SERVED THE TOWNSHIP AS J.P., ScHooL I[NSPECTOR.,
AND SUPERVISOR. HIS SONS CONTINUED THIS TRADITION.

THE FIRST owNeErR oF NWY Sectron 21 was CorneLius Mersse oF ORANGE, N.Y. A RoAD
ANGLES THROUGH THE 160 ACRES WHICH BORDER ON WARNER LAKE. THE 1859 ATLAS HAS
WM. BROWN AS OWNER; WHEATON PROBABLY BOUGHT FROM HIM. THE SYMBOL OF A BUILDING,
PROBABLY A HOUSE, SHOWS, ALONG THE ROAD, ON THE 1875 ATLAs. By now DAN SkemaN
OwNS 80 ACRES IN Sec. 16, FROM WHICH WE CAN ASSUME THE ROAD GETS ITS NAME. (THE
LAKE HAS CHANGED NAMES: WARNER TO HIcKS TO SCHOOL, THE SITE OF WHICH SHOWS ON
THE 1895 ATLAS.) WHEATON DIED IN 1899 AND LAMART'S NAME APPEARS AS OWNER.

LAMART’S FARM WAS NAMED LAKESIDE STock FARM. A STREAM (CARTER’S DRAIN), DRAINING
THE CENTRAL NORTHERN PART OF THE TOWNSHIP RAN THROUGH A CORNER OF HIS PROPERTY.
THAT, AND THE LAKE ACROSS THE ROAD, WOULD PROVIDE SUFFICIENT WATER FOR PLENTY

OF LIVESTOCK. ALTHO' SOME OF IT WAS VERY ROLLING, SUFFICIENT LAND WAS FLAT
ENOUGH FOR CROPS.

By 1935 THE OLD HOUSE IS GONE, THE LAND ACROSS THE ROAD IS BECOMING A SUBDIVISION
WITH COTTAGES SPRINGING UP ALONG THE SHORE. IN THE 1961 ATLAS ONE LEARNS A
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION HAS DEVELOPED A CAMPGROUND ON THE ENTIRE QUARTER SECTION.
1998 FINDS THE COTTAGES ARE BECOMING YEAR ROUND HOMES AND DEVELOPMENTS CALLED
SAND POINTE AND PINE CREEK HAVE FILLED THOSE ONCE PRODUCTIVE AGRICULTURAL ACRES
WITH HOME SITES FOR LATER SETTLERS.

(ComPILED FROM ATLASSES, CHARBONEAU’S OBITUARIES, WEST'S SCRAPROOKS, 1880 HisToRY

OF LIvINGSTON COUNTY AND PAULINE CHENOWETH. ANY CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS WILL BE
HAPPILY RECEIVED. ﬁARIEANNA bAIR, QEH/éEB-GMOZX



