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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. CHARLES A. Newman's MAPLE RIDGE FARM 1S THE SUBJECT OF THIS
ISSUE. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WILL BE WELCOME.

AMONG EARLY ARRIVALS TO THE AREA WERE BOTH AARON A. AnD Hiram S. NewMan. By 1859
AARON OWNED 200 ACRes IN Sections 5, 6 AND 7 oF BriGHTON TownsHIP. THE 1875 ATLAS
RECORDS 80 ACRes IN Sec. 9 1N HiraMm’S NAME. HIRAM WAS A COMMISSIONER IN THE HOWELL
LansiNG RAILROAD CompANYy IN 1864. THIS WAS THE FORERUNNER OF THE DETROIT, HOWELL
AND LANSING COMPANY WHICH BROUGHT THE RAILROAD TO BrRIGHTON IN JuLy, 1871. He, AnD
WIFE RACHAEL, HAD TWO SONS: JOHN CALVIN, WHO MARRIED NEIGHBOR MARGARET MCCLEMENTS
IN 1880, AND CHARLES A., WHO MARRIED NEIGHBOR ELLA THURBER IN 1878.

CHARLES ACQUIRED. TWO ADJOINING 40 ACRE PARCELS IN Sec. 14 anp 15, THROUGH WHICH
Mann CReex FLows, BY 1895. INTERSECTED BY PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD, A STRUCTURE IS
INDICATED ON THE WEST SIDE. THE NEIGHBOR TO THE EAST IS ADELINE BIRD. THERE ARE
ALSO 22 ACRES ON THE NORTHWEST SIDE ofF BeAcCH LAKE 1N Sec. 23. SIXTY ACRES OF HIS
FATHER'S 80 IN SEC. 9 CAN NOW ALSO BE INCLUDED. THIS BRINGS TOTAL ACREAGE TO 162.
ELLA HAS 33 ACRES IN SEC. 4 IN HER NAME WHICH WERE PROBABLY ACQUIRED FROM HER
FATHER, J.B. THURBER. (BURIED IN THE VILLAGE CEMETERY.)

1915 Finps CHARLES IN POSSESSION OF 223 ACRES IN Sec. 14 anp 15 AnD 91 ACRES IN
Sec. 13, WHICH WOULD LATER BECOME A PART OF THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF GENERAL
MoTors PROVING GROUND.

CHARLES AND ELLA HAD FOUR SONS AND A DAUGHTER AT THE TIME OF THE INCLUSION OF

"MAPLE RIDGE” FARM ON THE c. 1900 LISTING. ONE CAN BELIEVE THE NEWMANS WERE A PROS-
PEROUS FAMILY. HOWEVER, THIS DID NOT KEEP SADNESS FROM COMING TO THE HOUSEHOLD. FIRST
SON, CLAUDE, WHO HAD MARRIED NEIGHBOR CALLIE BITTEN, AND FATHERED FOUR CHILDREN, DIED
TRAGICALLY. HE FELL WHILE GUIDING A RECENTLY ACOUIRED WOOD CUTTING MACHINE. HE"SLIPPED
ON SOME ICE AND FELL. IN THE FALL HIS HEAD WENT IN FRONT OF THE REAR WHEELS...”

IN LATER YEARS WE FIND THE NAMES OF SONS JuDD (WHO NEVER MARRIED) AMD BERT (MAR-
RIED TO MINNIE KOurT, 1909) As owners OF CHARLES’ Sec. 14 Anp 15 ACREAGE. BERT
AND MINNIE LIVED IN THEIR HOME ON NewMAN RoAD. JuDD LIVED IN THE OLDER HOUSE ON
PLEASANT VALLEY. ALTHO’ BURIED IN FAIRVIEW, SECOND SON, RALPH, LIVED IN SOUTH
DAKOTA FOR MANY YEARS. DAUGHTER EDITH MARRIED NEIGHBOR CHARLES PADDOCK.

Bup STEDMAN OF FLORIDA WRITES “CHARLIE WAS ONE OF THE CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE BRIGH-
TON STATE BANK. HE WAS A SMART FARMER. | REMEMBER SEEING CHARLIE AND ... JUDD
BRINGING IN HAY AT MIDNIGHT FULL MOON WHEN IT WAS COOLER AND EASIER ON THE TEAM OF
HORSES.” ANOTHER SOURCE RECALLS CHARLIE COULD SWING A MEAN SCYTHE EVEN AT AN ADVAN-
CED AGE. ELLA DIED IN 1927, CHARLIE IN 1949. (CompILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR. THANKS
70 MARGE WiLcox, Bup Stepman, 1880 History oF Livineston County, AND MiLTonN CHARRO-
NEAU’S EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS AND COPIES OF EARLY OBITUARIES.)



