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AREA FARMS c.1900

THE RECENT DONATION OF A SCRAPBOOK OF CLIPPINGS FROM EVA WHALEN SHEDS LIGHT ON
THE ORIGIN OF THE LIST OF LOCAL FARMS, THEIR NAMES AND OWNERS, WHICH HAS BEEN

THE INSPIRATION OF RECENT STUDY TO LOCATE AND LEARN ABOUT THEM. AROUND 1900 THE
EDITOR OF THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, SETH JACOBS, WAS ENCOURAGING FARM OWNERS TO ENDOW
THEIR PROPERTY WITH AN OFFICIAL NAME. HE ASSURED THEM A LONG TERM IDENTIFICATION
OF THE FARMS WITH THE OWNERS ”...UNTIL IT BECOMES SO CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH
YOUR NAME THAT THE NAME AND THE FARM ARE INSEPARABLE”, WOULD BE A VALUABLE ASSET.
HE ALSO URGED THE FARMERS TO HAVE LETTERHEAD AND ENVELOPES PRINTED (BY THE ARGUS)
TO “...SHOW THE WORLD THAT ‘WE LEAD, OTHERS FOLLOW.'”

FRANk L. (soMETIMES E.) Hacker’s Bic 0Ak FARM 1S THE PRESENT TOPIC OF RESEARCH

OF LAND OWNERSHIP AND FAMILY TIES. AMONG THE EARLIEST SETTLERS IN THE AREA WERE
WILHELM AND BARBARA HACKER, FROM GERMANY, FRANK'S PARENTS. THEY WERE THE FIRST

TO PURCHASE 40 Acres IN SecTion 23 oF Genoa TownsHip. (OcToBer 4, 1837). THIs

WAS PROBABLY A SPECULATIVE PURCHASE SINCE WE LEARN THEY WERE LIVING IN SecTion 36
oF OceoLA TOWNSHIP WHEN THEY SOLD THE GENOA PIECE IN 1858.

RECORDS INDICATE THE 40 ACRES IN OCEOLA WERE PURCHASED AuGUST 8, 1838, PROBABLY
FROM GUSTAV BAETCKE WHO 1S RECORDED AS THE FIRST OWNER IN 1836. (ANOTHER SPECU-
LATIVE VENTURE?) By 1862, THE HACKERS HAVE ADDED A NEIGHBORING 64 Acres (104
ACRES TOTAL) AND A RESIDENCE IS INDICATED ON THE MAP ON HACKER ROAD ABOUT HALF
MILE NORTH OF GoLF CLus Roap.

THe CiviL WAR FOUND SONS PHILIP AND RALPH GIVING THEIR LIVES FOR THE SAKE OF THE
Unton. (A NUMBER OF THEIR LETTERS ARE IN THE CLEMENTS LIBRARY AT U ofF M). DAUGHTER
AUGUSTA ATTENDED A ONE ROOM SCHOOL AND TAUGHT FOR A WHILE BEFORE MARRYING ALPHEUS
MACOMBER IN 1862. THEY MADE THEIR HOME IN A LOG HOUSE IN GREEN OAk TOWNSHIP.
THERE SEVEN CHILDREN WERE RAISED AND AUGUSTA BECAME KNOWN FOR _THE POETRY SHE
COMPOSED ABOUT LOCAL PEOPLE AND EVENTS.DAUGHTER LuCY MARRIED ED SOUNDERS, DAUGHTER
SERENA MARRIED McLOULIN: SON THEODORE MARRIED SARAH L. GRIFFIN AND LITTLE WILLIE
DIED AS AN INFANT. BARBARA DIED IN 1877; RECORDS INDICATE THE 104 ACRES WERE SOLD
T0 SON FRANK. OCTOBER 16, 1887, 1S THE WEDDING DAY OF FRANK AND TILLIE EULER,
DAUGHTER OF HENRY EULER, FROM GERMANY. HENRY OWNED AND LIVED ON THE 160 ACRES
LYING ACROSS HACKER RoAD IN HARTLAND TownsHIP, SecTioN 31. THIS PIECE BEARS THE
HACKER NAME ALSO BY 1895. A TOTAL OF C. 350 ACRES ARE FRANK'S RESPONSIBILITY.

THE 1915 ATLAS SHOwWS BeN, FRANK AND TILLIES’ SON, OWNING 60 ACRES ON THE SOUTH
BORDER OF HIS FATHER'S. BEN MARRIED MARY E. GEORGE (ALSO LONG TIME NEIGHBORS IN
OceoLA Twe) AND IN 1935 THEIR NAMES ARE RECORDED WITH FRANK'S AS OWNERS OF THE

c. 400 Acres. By THE 1960s Bie Oak FARM 1S QUICKLY BEING PLATTED INTO 2, 5,

AND 10 ACRE HOME SITES. WW [I VETS WERE OFTEN THE BUYERS. WILHELM, BARBARA, LITTLE
WILLIE, FRANK AND TILLIE ARE RESTING FROM THEIR LABORS IN THE BRIGHTON VILLAGE
CEMETERY. (RESEARCHED BY MARIEANNA BaIr, 810/229-6402. COMMENTS WELCOME.)



