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RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, NAMED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS: THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUED. EVERGREEN LoDGE, IN MRS. GEORGE W. (AL1cE) CONLEY'S NAME,
IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

IN THE DAYS BEFORE MICHIGAN BECAME A STATE MANY FROM THE EAST TRAVELED THE ERIE CANAL
OVER THE ADIRONDACK MOUNTAINS; MANY BOARDING A BOAT AT BuFFALO TO cross LAKE ERIE,

TO FINALLY ARRIVE IN DETROIT. TO RESERVE ACRES OF LAND IN MICHIGAN TERRITORY, NOW
MORE EASILY REACHED, GROUPS OF PEOPLE POOLED RESOURCES, GIVING THE FUNDS TO TRUSTED
MEMBERS TO MAKE THE ARDUOUS JOURNEY. ONE SUCH PERSON WAS RICHARD LYON, A MEMBER OF

A CARVERS/GILDERS SOCIETY IN New York CiTy. BroTHERS SamueL M. anp WiLriam S. CowneLy
WERE RICHARD LYON'S TRAVELING COMPANIONS AND MEMBERS OF THE SAME SOCIETY. AS EARLY

As 1834, 100s oF ACRES IN BRIGHTON AND SURROUNDING TOWNSHIP WERE REGISTERED IN THEIR
NAMES AND OTHERS OF THE SOCIETY.

AT THE AGE OF NINE, GEORGE W. CONLEY CAME TO BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP WITH HIS PARENTS,
SAMUEL M AnND REBECCA, AND THREE SIBLINGS; TRAVELING IN AN OX CART. THE CONLEYS AND
THE RICHARD LYON FAMILY STAYED WITH WILLIAM HENRY AND MARYETTE VALENTINE IN A 22'x22’
LOG HOUSE, LOCATED IN THE NW! oF SecTiON 22. AT ONE TIME 22 PEOPLE LIVED IN THIS
HOUSE UNTIL THEIR OWN LOG HOMES COULD BE CONSTRUCTED. GOOD NEIGHBORS, THE VALENTINES.

GEORGE W. WORKED ON HIS FATHER'S FARM UNTIL HE WAS 21. THEN FOR $11. PER MONTH THE
FIRST YEAR, $12. A MONTH FOR TWO MORE, WORKED ON NEARBY FARMS. OcToBer 25, 1853,

HE AND EL1zA M. WARNER, DAUGHTER OF REV. IRA WARNER (ANOTHER EARLY SETTLER) WERE
MARRIED. SHORTLY AFTER THEY PURCHASED THE Wi SW! section 15 (80 Ac.). A NEIGHBORING
48 ACRES WERE SOON ACQUIRED, TOTALING 128, A GOOD SIZED FARM. AFTER FIVE CHILDREN
AND 23 YEARS OF MARRIAGE EL1zA DI1ED. March 12, 1878, GeorGe W. MARRIED Mrs. ALICE
(WILTSE) LAMONION, BRINGING A SON WITH HER.

NO CLEARING OF LAND HAD BEEN DONE WHEN GEORGE W. ORIGINALLY BOUGHT HIS FARM IN 1854,
“...BUT THE LAPSE OF 25 YEARS HAS WITNESSED ITS TRANSITION INTO A PRODUCTIVE AND
FINELY IMPROVED HOMESTEAD.” LoCATED on NEwMAN ROAD, JUST AROUND THE CORNER FROM VAN
AMBURG ROAD, THE HOUSE AND BARN WERE SHADED BY BIG PINE TREES. HENCE THE NAME EVER-
GREEN LopGe owNeD BY Mrs. ALice Conpey c. 1900.

By THE mip 1930S THE HOUSE STOOD VACANT. [N THIS CHILD'S IMAGINATION GHOSTLY FACES
AND UNEXPLAINED LIGHTS COULD BE SEEN IN THE WINDOWS. [T TOOK COURAGE TO STEP ON THE
PORCH, EVEN IN DAYLIGHT. ONE NIGHT, IN THE EARLY 1940s, A BRIGHT GLOW IN THE SKY GAVE
EVIDENCE THE “OLD ConLEY PLACE” wOULD BE SEEN NO MORE NOR BE THE SOURCE OF THRILLING
FANTASIES. TODAY THAT 40 1S IN 10 ACRE STRIPS, THE SITE OF COMFORTABLE HOMES FOR NEW,
LIVE FAMILIES, NOT GHOSTS. (RESEARCHED BY MARIEANNA Barr. CompiLep From 1880 HisTory
LivinesTon County, MiLT CHARBONEAU’S FIRST LANDOWNERS AND EARLY LANDOWNERS AND SET-
TLERS, AND ATLASSES. WITH THANKS TO ARLENE WARNER, I[RENE ELLIS AND LARRY Younc. Cor-
RECTIONS AND COMMENTS WELCOME. 810/229-6402.)



