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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACK-
GROUND AND LOCATION CONTINUES. JOHN W. HunTer’s CHERRY HILL FARM 1s THIS
ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

IT was 8171 wHEN WILLIAM AND RACHAEL HUNTER ARRIVED IN THE SOUTH LYON AREA FROM
OnTARIO, CANADA. JOHN HUNTER’S PARENTS HAD BEEN RBORN IN SCOTLAND, AS WERE SEVERAL
OF HIS EIGHT SIBLINGS, BEFORE MIGRATING TO A NEW LIFE.

LS
Joun’s CHERRY HILL FARM ray 1n THE E} oF THe SE} oF SecTion 18, BRIgHTON Town- M r
sHIP AND THE NE! oF THE NEY oF Section 19 (on THE wesT sI1pe oF HUNTER RoADp
APPROXIMATELY & MILE NORTH OF HILTON RoaD) A TOTAL oF 120 Acres. PrIorR To c. 1900
THESE, AND OTHER TRACTS OF REAL ESTATE IN Sections 18 AnD 10 HAD REEN ROUGHT FNR
SPECULATIVE PURPOSES WITH A TOTAL oF 200 Acres (InNcLUDING Jown’s 120) Founp IN
CHARLES PROSSER’S NAME BY 1846.

January 1, 1879, AT 'THE AGE OF 22, JOHN AND HATTIE PROSSER, CHARLES' DAUGHTER,
WERE MARRIED. THE 1895 ATLAS LISTS JOHN AS OWNER OF 120 ACRES AND IT IS ASSUMED
HE CONTINUED THE FARMING PRACTICES OF HIS FATHER-IN-LAW. JOHN’S BROTHER-IN-
LAW, FRANK, owNs THE OTHER 80 (PLUS MORE NEAR BY).

IN 1910 JOHN 1S EMPLOYED AS A RURAL ROUTE MAIL CARRIER FOR THE BRIGHTON PosT
OFFICE. THIS OCCUPATION HE HELD UNTIL ONE YEAR BEFORE HIS DEATH IN 1976. BOTH
JOHN AND HATTIE ARE BURIED IN FAIRVIEW CEMETERY.

JOHN AND HATTIE HAD FOUR CHILDREN. ONE DIED AS AN INFANT. AT THE TIME OF JOHN'S
FUNERAL THEIR ONLY DAUGHTER, MINA, wAS MARRIED TO T. A. KIDD AND LIVED IN AnN
ArRBOR. SON PERRY LIVED IN WYOMING AND SON HOWARD LIVED IN PONTIAC. BROTHERS LEVI,
DANTEL, ALPHEUS, ENOCH, WILLIAM AND ROBERT SURVIVED HIM. BROTHERS THOMAS AND
JAMES HAD PASSED ON.

THE NAME OF JoHn’s FarRM, CHERRY HILL FARM, GIVES US A CLUE TO HIS AGRICULTURAL
PURSUITS. THE SITE IS NORTH OF WOODLAND LAKE AND RATHER HILLY. THE MAJORITY OF
PROSSER'S ORIGINAL 200 ACRES NOW HOUSES THE WoODLAND HiLLs Suepivision NORTH AND
SOUTH. PLAT MAPS SHOW THE HOUSE OWNED BY CHARLES PROSSER AND THEN JoHN HUNTER
WAS PROBABLY LOCATED SOMEWHERE AROUND THE ENTRANCE TO WoooLAND HiLLs Suepivisiown
NorTH. (CompiLED BY MARIEANNA BAIR AND L1SA PALERMO; FROM FIRST LANDOWNERS OF
LivinesTon County, LAND OwNERS AND SETTLERS OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY AND EARLY ORI-
TUARTES COMPILED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU. ALSO FROM EARLY ATLASES. CORRECTIONS AND
ADDITIONS WILL BE MOST WELCOME.)



