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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. WIRT BEURMANN'S THE MAPLES IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

WIRT BEURMANN AND WIFE LIVED AND FARMED AT THE MAPLES AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY.
THE 95 ACRES WERE LOCATED ON THE NORTH SIDE OF BRIGHTON ROAD, JUST EAST OF CLIFFORD.

His FATHER, GEORGE EDWARD, UNCLES CHARLES EMIL, WiLLIAM H. AND HENRY AND AUNT
EMMA, HAD COME, WITH THEIR MOTHER, TO GENOA IN 1840. THEIR FATHER, HENRY, OWNER OF
A MERCANTILE BUSINESS IN HAMBURG, GERMANY, HAD DIED SHORTLY BEFORE. ONE SURMISES
THE BUSINESS WAS SOLD WHICH MIGHT HAVE PROVIDED THE FUNDS FOR THE JOURNEY. A BRAVE
MOTHER AND YOUNG FAMILY SET OUT FOR A NEW LIFE. AFTER ENDURING A TEN WEEK OCEAN
VOYAGE THE FAMILY WAS IN THEIR LOG CABIN FOR CHRISTMAS THAT YEAR.

[T WASN'T LONG BEFORE THE FOUR SONS BUILT THEIR OWN HOMES, DAUGHTER EMMA MATFELDT
MCVED TO ILLINOIS WITH HER HUSBAND. (IT SEEMS LIKELY SHE MARRIED BEFORE COMING TO
THE U.S.) IN THAT AREA GENOA TOWNSHIP IS QUILT ROLLING. HOWEVER CATTLE, OF THE BEST
VARIETY, HORSES, BOTH PLOW AND BUGGY, HELPED THE BEURMANNS GET A GOOD START, WITH
LOTS OF HARD WORK, IN A NEW COUNTRY. ONE CAN ONLY IMAGINE THEIR DIFFICULTIES. ONLY
A FEW ACRES WERE CLEARED FOR FARMING WHEN THEY ARRIVED.

In 1895 WIrT'Ss MOTHER, MARY E. (HOAGLAND), OWNED THE PROPERTY, HIS FATHER, GEORGE
EpwARD, HAVING DIED IN 1875. SALES oF U4OAND 35 ACRES REDUCED HER HOLDINGS TO THE
95 ACRES. EARLIER HIS FATHER HAD OWNED THE ENTIRE SEt OF SecTion 27 pLus 10 ACRES
IN SEcTION 26 = 170 Acres. THE 1859 ATLAS HAS GEORGE EDWARD’S NAME oN THE E} SER
OF SECTION 27, SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVING IN GENOA. GEORGE’S BROTHER, CHARLES EMIL,
owNeD E4 NEY Section 35, JusT ACROSS THE STREET. BOTH GEORGE AND CHARLES’ HOUSES
ARE STILL STANDING.

OUR RESEARCH INDICATES THE YOUNG MEN WERE INDUSTRIOUS AND CONSCIOUS OF THEIR RESPON-
SIBILITIES AS MEMBERS OF A DEVELOPING COUNTY. WHEN THE LiviNGesTON COUNTY PIONEER
AsSOCIATION (THE STATE ORGANIZATION THE FORERUNNER OF THE HisTorRIcAL SocIETY oF MicHI-
GAN) WAS FORMED IN 1871, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE NATIONAL CENTENNIAL IN 1876, CHARLES
EMIL 1S LISTED AS A MEMBER, AS IS GEORGE EDWARD. BOTH BROTHERS ARE ALSO CHARTER MEM-
BERS OF THE LIVINGSTON CounTY AGRICULTURAL SocieTy, 1853. CHARLES E. WAS SHERIFF OF
LivingsTon CounTy 1876, 1878; THEN SERVED FOR MANY YEARS AS POSTMASTER IN HOWELL.
BROTHER WILLIAM H. HELD THE POSITION OF GENOA TownsHIP ScHooL INSPECTOR FOR 1844 AND
1846. (CompiLep BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM 1880 HisTory oF LivINGSTON COUNTY AND EARLY
COUNTY ATLASES; EARLY LAND OwWNERS AND SETTLERS AND COPIES OF EARLY OBITUARIES BY
MiLToN CHARBONEAU; RESEARCH HELP OF JOHN AND JANICE FIELD. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

WILL BE WELCOME.)



