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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. ManueL Crout’s ROSELAND 1s THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

MAKING HIS HOME IN New York, Lewis Crout was KiLLED (1863) WHILE SERVING IN THE
CIviL WAR. THIS LEFT HIS WIFE, HANNAH, WITH NINE SONS, THE OLDEST 15 YEARS: TO

MAKE THEIR WAY IN THE WORLD. FIVE YEARS LATER (1868) THIS PLUCKY WIDOW MOVED HER
FAMILY TO THE BRIGHTON AREA BY MEANS OF A LUMBER WAGON. (ONE CAN HARDLY IMAGINE
WHAT PROMPTED THIS DECISION.) WITHIN WEEKS OF THEIR ARRIVAL SHE PASSED AWAY. HANNAH
1S BURIED ON THE CHARLES DURFEE LOT IN THE PLEASANT VALLEY CEMETERY.

How WERE THE CHILDREN TO SURVIVE? [N 1870 THE LivingsToN CounTy CENSUS RECORDS HER
YOUNGEST, WALTER, 9 YEARS, WAS LIVING WITH NEWLY WEDS CHARLES AND MARY DURFEE IN
Br1iGHTON TownsHIP. WILLARD, 13, wAS WITH CHARLES' PARENTS, EDGAR AND MARGETTA AND
THEIR TWO DAUGHTERS ALONG FLINT RoAD IN THE SKEMAN RoAD AREA. MANUEL, 14, 1S WITH
[RA AND LAURA WARNER ABOUT A MILE NORTH:. WEST OF WARNER (ScHooL) LAKE. EVereT, 16,
WE FIND WITH JAMES AND PHYLANCY THURBER ABOUT 2.5 MILES NORTH. HENRY, 22, THE
OLDEST, IS A LABORER ON CHARLES AND HANNAH HYNE'S FARM IN THAT SAME GENERAL VICI-
NITY. WHERE THE FOUR OTHER CHILDREN WERE LOCATED WE'VE NOT FOUND. IT’S POSSIBLE
THEY WERE IN OAKLAND OR WASHTENAW COUNTIES AT THE TIME oF THE 1870 Census.

WITHOUT A HIGHLY ORGANIZED GOVERNMENTAL SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT THE FIVE NOTED
ABOVE WERE ALL CARED FOR. IT’S CERTAIN THEY EARNED THEIR KEEP BUT ONE ASSUMES
THEY WERE FED, CLOTHED AND SHELTERED. THEY PROBABLY ALL ATTENDED BITTEN ScHooL

AT SOME TIME. (THEIR BASIC NEEDS WERE PROVIDED.)

By 1895 MANUEL 1S SHOWN AS OWNER OF 80 ACReS IN SecTioN 9, BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP, WITH
THE FLINT ROAD RUNNING THROUGH THE MIDDLE. IN 1881 HE HAD MARRIED HIS NEIGHBOR'S
DAUGHTER, EMMA THURBER. TO THEM THREE DAUGHTERS WERE BORN: EULA, BERNICE AND GER-
TRUDE; WHO PROBABLY ALSO ATTENDED THE ONE ROOM SCHOOL OF THEIR PARENTS.

THE CROUTS LIVED ON THE FARM UNTIL 1911 WHEN THEY MOVED INTO TOWN. THEIR HOME, AT
833 E. GRAND RIVER IS NOW THE SITE OF INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE. EIGHT YEARS LATER THE
FARM WAS SOLD: THE 1935 ATLAS sHows ERNEST Hicks AS owNer. By THEN US 23 1s ROUTED
TO THE WEST SIDE OF THE 80 ACRES. THE ORIGINAL ROAD 1S NOW TAYLOR ROAD. MANUEL
DIED JANUARY 8, 1924 ouTLIVING EMMA BY 3.5 YEARS. BOTH ARE BURIED IN FAIRVIEW, ON

FLINT Roap. How OFTEN THEY MUST HAVE TRAVELED PAST THE CEMETERY WHILE LIVING ON
THE FARM.

IT IS HUMBLING TO CONSIDER THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS THROUGH WHICH THE CrouT
BROTHERS SURVIVED AND THRIVED. ManueL’s FARM'S NAME, ROSELAND, EVOKES A SENSE OF
FRAGILITY, WHICH IS ALL THE MORE PARADOXICAL CONSIDERING THE STRENGTHS THEY
EXHIBITED. (CoMPILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM EARLY ATLASSES, THE 1870 CeNnsus OF
LivinesToN COUNTY, ASSISTANCE OF JOHN AND JANICE FIELD AND OBITUARIES COMPILED BY
MiLTON CHARBONEAU. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS ALWAYS WELCOME.)



