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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. Ep Bauer’s CRANBERRY CREST 1s THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

JOHN BAUER AND wIFE, MAGDELINA. cAME TO THE U.S. FROM GERMANY c. 1844. THEIR THREE
SONS, LeonArRD (11), GeorGe (9) AND THOMAS (3), CAME WITH THEM. THEY LIVED IN DETROIT
UNTIL MOVING TO SAGINAW FROM WHERE THEY CAME TO GENOA TowNsHIP IN 1850. (BABY MARGARET
WAS BORN 1847.)

THE EARLIEST BAUER LAND PURCHASE IS RECORDED IN SECTION 2 OF BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP IN 1852.
By 1855, 80 AcrRes 1IN GENOA TOWNSHIP ARE IN JOHN AND MAGDELINA'S NAME. SHE ALSO BUYS

160 ACRES NEARBY IN A FEW YEARS. THESE LANDS ALL BORDER WHAT WE NOW CALL BAUER ROAD,
NORTH OF BRI1GHTON RoAD. NO NEED TO WONDER HOW BAUER ROAD GOT ITS NAME.

By 1840 THERE WERE ALREADY SEVERAL FAMILIES FROM GERMANY WHO HAD SETTLED IN GENOA.
AMONG THEIR NEAR NEIGHBORS WERE GEORGE AND CAROLINE ROUSHER WHO HAD ALREADY SETTLED IN
1835, Section 24 (NW SW). By 1854 THERE ARE TWO BOYS AND DAUGHTER, BARBARA, BORN 1839.
WHEN PLANNING A NEW HOME SO FAR FROM ONES NATIVE LAND IT MUST BE COMFORTING TO NEIGHBOR
WITH THOSE WHO SPEAK ONE'S MOTHER TONGUE.

C. 1860 Georce BAUErR AND BARBARA ROUSHER MARRY. By 1875 THEY owN 200 ACRES, A PORTION
OF WHICH WAS ACQUIRED FROM HER PARENTS. BY THE TURN OF THE CENTURY THE BAUER NAME IS
ON SeVER 100 ACRES oF GENOA TOWNSHIP LAND. ALTHO' CONDUCTING A FARMING OPERATION HE
IS ALSO RECORDED AS BEING A SHOEMAKER AND HAVING A COBBLER SHOP IN TOWN. (WHERe?) He
IS ALSO NOTED AS SERVING AS J.P. IN GEnoAa IN 1879. RESEARCH INDICATES GEORGE AND BAR-
BARA HAD FIVE CHILDREN, SEVERAL OF WHICH ALSO MARRIED NEIGHBORS' OFFSPRING.

C. 1900, son, Ep, was FARMING 150+ ACRES ON THE CORNER OF CHALLIS AND BAUER RoAps. IN
THE OctoBER 16, 1935, 1SSUE OF THE ARGUS ONE FINDS “FOR SALE. SQUASH, PUMPKINS: POTA-
TOES. PHONE 63F21 ED BAUER & SON.” GRAIN AND CRANBERRIES WERE GROWN: TO WIT THE TITLE

oF CRANBERRY CREST FOR HIS FARM. THIS IS SOMEWHAT PUZZLING SINCE THE CRANBERRIES WE KNOW
GROW ON VERY ACIDIC SOIL AND ARE FLOODED FOR PICKING. THESE CONDITIONS DID NOT EXIST.
ED’S MIGHT HAVE BEEN A VIBURNAM CRANBERRY OR EVEN FROWN FROM SEEDS BROUGHT FROM EUROPE
WHERE A TYPE OF CRANBERRY IS GROWN. THE ALSO HAD MILK COWS AND ED OWNED A THRESHING RIG.

NEIGHBORS, OFTEN YOUNGSTERS, WERE HIRED TO PICK THE CRANBERRIES. ANY EXTRA PRODUCE
COULD HAVE BEEN SHIPPED TO MARKET ON THE RAILROAD THAT RAN DIAGONALLY ACROSS ED’S FARM.
ED’s BROTHER, ALBERT'S 200+ ACRE FARM HAS BECOME THE EVER POPULAR MOUNT BRIGHTON.
(CoMPILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM EARLY ATLASSES, OBITUARIES, AND EARLY LAND OWNERS

OF L1vINGsTON CounTYy compILED BY MiLTON CHARBONEAU. ALSO THANKS TO DOROTHY BOETTGER,
JOHN CoDDINGTON AND MERRILL HERBST AND THE L1VINGSTON COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
SERVICE'S GRETCHEN VOYLE.)



