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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS,LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. HENRY Conrap’s LAKE SIDE STOCK FARM 1s THIS ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

HENRY'S FATHER, JAcOB, cAME TO THE U.S. IN 1832,wITH BROTHERS PHILLIP AND CHARLES

AND SISTER, MARY MAGDELENE, AS VERY YOUNG CHILDREN. THEIR PARENTS, CHARLES C. AND
MARIA CATHERINE NADIG CAME BY SAILING VESSEL, AN ORDEAL OF WHICH OUR IMAGINATION IS
INCAPABLE. IN THE EARLY 1830s GERMAN IMMIGRANTS CONSTITUTED A MAJOR PORTION OF THE
STREAM OF NEWCOMERS ARRIVING IN THE U.S. How DOES ONE CONCEPTUALIZE THE CONDITIONS

IN EUROPE, GERMANY IN PARTICULAR, WHICH WOULD PROMPT THIS FAMILY TO MAKE SUCH A MOVE,
KNOWING ONE WOULD NEVER SEE THEIR HOMELAND AGAIN? EARLIER RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE WAS

A PRIME FACTOR. HOWEVER DURING THE 19TH CENTURY ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STRIFE PROVIDED
VALID REASONS. THIS WOULD BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THEM AND THEIR CHILDREN TO OWN LAND

ON WHICH A HOME COULD BE BUILT AND PROSPERITY WAS A POSSIBILITY.

JACOB MARRIED NEIGHBOR ELI1ZABETH DORR IN 1856. HE was 34 AND HAD PURCHASED 120 ACRES
IN SECTION 22 oF GENOA TOWNSHIP, BORDERING THE EAST SIDE OF Cookep LAke. By 1875,
255 ACRES WERE IN HIS NAME. As HENRY AND HIS SIBLINGS MATURED THEIR NAMES ARE NOTED
AS LAND OWNERS. AT THE TIME THAT FARMERS WERE ENCOURAGED TO NAME THEIR FARMS HENRY
OWNED 265 ACRES, MUCH OF IT AROUND THE SOUTH END OF CROOKED LAKE AND Rounp LAKE.
HENRY RAISED WHEAT AND CATTLE: LAKE SIDE STOCK FARM waAs AN APT TITLE.

ALTHO' THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN MARSH HAY FOR CATTLE, LAND WITH WATER WAS NOT TOO DESI-
RABLE AT THE TIME. ONE MUST ALSO REMEMBER THAT ALL THESE ACRES HAD TO BE CLEARED BEFORE
THE PLOW COULD GO INTO THE GROUND. STRENUOUS WORK. HENRY MARRIED IDA GANGNUSS OCTOBER
24, 1894, (His BROTHER MARRIED HER SISTER AND HIS THREE SISTERS MARRIED AREA NEIGHBORS.)

WW I RESULTED IN CHANGING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THE U.S. THE AUTOMOBILE AND GRAVELED
ROADS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR “CITY” PEOPLE TO FIND A RESPITE IN THE COUNTRY. HENRY'S
PROPERTY BECAME A MAJOR ATTRACTION. ASTUTE DEVELOPERS PURCHASED LAND IN SECTION 22
AND PLATTED LOTS QUICKLY SOLD. BEFORE LONG COTTAGES AND HOMES BORDERED EVERY INCH OF
THESE LAKES. IN 1927 BurrouGHs ADDING MACHINE COMPANY PURCHASED THE REMAINING LAKE
PROPERTY AND FARM LANDS ALONG BRIGHTON ROAD, EVENTUALLY TOTALING 600 ACRES. AFTER
MANY YEARS OF BURROUGHS ’FAMILY’VACATIONS, DEVELOPERS OF 0AK POINTE BOUGHT THE 'FARMS'
IN 1981. CHARLES, JACOB AND HENRY WOULD BE ASTOUNDED AT THE CHANGES WHICH HAVE OCCUR-
RED WHERE THEY RAISED THEIR CATTLE AND CROPS. (CoMPILED BY MARTEANNA BAIR FROM EARLY
ATLASSES, OBITUARIES AND EARLY LAND Owner oF LivingsTon County BY MiLTon CHARBONEAU.
ALSO THE WRITINGS OF BrLL PLESS. ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS WILL BE GLADLY RECEIVED.
810/229-6402.)



