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AREA FARMERS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. JOHN CARLTON Hicks’ MEADOW GREEN STOCK FARM 1s THE SUBJECT
OF THIS ISSUE.

ONE FINDS THE Hicks NAME IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY IN THE 1830s. THIS WRITER HAS MOT BEEN
ABLE TO PROVE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THESE HICKS, THAT ALSO CAME FROM New YORK, TO
THOSE WHO SETTLED IN BRIGHTON TownsHIP BY 1859.

AZARIAH HICKS AND HIS WIFE, PHOEBE, ARE OWNERS OF RECORD OF 40 ACRES IN SecTion 20
(corRNER HILTON/HUNTER Roaps) IN 1860. IT APPEARS THE ENTIRE FAMILY, INCLUDING GRAND
CHILDREN, CAME AS A WHOLE TO THE AREA AT THAT TIME. UPON THE DEATH OF AZARIAH, HIS
TWO SONS, AzARIAH (JR.) AND WILLIAM WHEATON HICKS, INHERIT THIS PIECE AND ANOTHER A4C
ACRES } MILE EAST. BOTH SOON SELL THESE PROPERTIES.

By 1873, WM. WHEATON SR’S soN, WM. WHEATON JR., 1S RECORDED AS OWNER OF 160 ACRES,

NW & Section 21. THIS INCLUDED BOTH SIDES OF SKEMAN ROAD, JUST TOUCHING THE SOUTH SHORE
SHORE OF ScHooL LAKE. (By THEN JR. 1S over 50 YEARS oLp. HE’D BEEN BORN IN New YORK,
1821, As WAS SALLY ROSS WHOM HE’'D MARRIED IN 1843.) WHEATON AND SALLY HAD SIX CHILDREN:
EuGcene, Lors, Ross, LAMARTINE, SARAH AND JOHN JAY. SEVERAL OF THESE MARRIED NEIGHBORS

OF Ross AND EMILY STRETCHS' SIX CHILDREN, JOHN CARLTON (B. 1877, D. 1967) MARRIED
EDITH SKEMAN,CONTINUING THE TENDENCY OF NEIGHBOR MARRYING NEIGHBOR. C. 1900, WITH
MAXFIELD ROAD DIVIDING IT ALMOST IN HALF, JOHN C. AND EDITH ARE OWNERS OF MEADOW
GREEN STOCK FARM; 160 Acres IN THE NW ¢ oF SecTioN 3. BY THEN MUCH OF THE WOODED
WILDERNESS HAD GIVEN WAY TO THE AXE AND PLOW. AS THE NAME IMPLIES JOHN RAISED FINE
CATTLE AND THE VARIETY OF GRAINS AND GRASSES NECESSARY FOR THEM TO RETURN A PROFIT.
FATHER ROSS HAD OWNED MUCH OF THAT IN PRIOR YEARS. JOHN AND EDITH HAD FOUR CHILDREN,
TWO OF WHICH DIED IN INFANCY. (RESEARCH REMINDS US OFTEN OF THE LACK OF MEDICAL
KNOWLEDGE WHICH RESULTED IN SO MANY DYING AT AN EARLY AGE.)

JOHN CARLTON, HIS SIBLINGS AND DESCENDENTS OF THE LAST QUARTER OF THE 19TH CENTURY,
AND THEIR SPOUSES, CONTROLLED LARGE AMOUNTS OF LAND IN BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP. THIS HELD
TRUE AS LATE AS 1961. THIS PROSPEROUS FAMILY WAS WELL AWARE OF THE HARD WORK INVOLVED.
ALL WERE INDUSTRIOUS AND PARTICIPATED IN THE AREA’S DEVELOPMENT, ITS POLITICS AND
ITS SOCIAL LIFE. EARLIER, GRANDFATHER WM. WHEATON, HAD SERVED AS TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR
FOR SIX YEARS. JOHN C.’s UNcLE EUGENE IS NOTED AS SCHOOL INSPECTOR DURING THE MID TO
LATE 1870s, As SUPERVISOR IN 1897 AND LATER SERVING IN THE STATE LEGISLATURE. THE
FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR MANY OF THE Hicks 1s IN FAIRvViEW CEMETERY. (COMPILED BY
MARTEANNA BAIR FROM EARLY SETTLERS AND LAND OwNERS OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY AND OBITUARIES
coPIED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU. ALSO EARLY ATLASES AND CENSUS RECORDS. CORRECTIONS/
ADDITIONS WILL BE GRATEFULLY RECEIVED. 810/229-6402)



