BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL SUCIETY

P 0 BOX 481 Non-PROF1T ORG.

BRIGHTON Ml 48116-0481 U.S.PK?ETAGE
PermiT #303
BriGHTON, MI

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS; LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. JoHN Duckerings” YAZOO FARM 1s THIS ISSUE'S SUBJECT.

THE 1880 CENSUS IS THE FIRST THAT RECORDS THE JOHN DUCKERING FAMILY IN LIVINGSTON
CounTY. BY THEN THEY ARE WELL SETTLED INTO THEIR HOME ON PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD SOUTH OF
HYNE RoAD. THE HOUSEHOLD INCLUDES JOHN (38), His WIFE EMILY (OR ERMA, 33) AND FOUR CHIL-
DREN, TWO BOYS AND TWO GIRLS AGES 2-10. (TWO MORE DAUGHTERS ARE BORN LATER.)

JOHN WAS TEN WHEN HIS PARENTS EMIGRATED FROM ENGLAND IN 1851, SETTLING IN NEIGHBORING
OAKLAND COUNTY. THERE ARE INDICATIONS OF SIBLINGS BUT OUR LIMITED RESEARCH MATERIALS
PROVIDE FEW DETAILS.

JOHN AND EMILY PURCHASED THE Ei oF THE SE! AnD THE NWE oF THE SE} oF Sectron 11 1N
BRrHTON TownsHIP, 120 Acres, IN 1876i AND AT THE SAME TIME, 40 ACRes IN SECTION 35,
APPROXIMATELY 2} MILES DISTANT IN HARTLAND TOWNSHIP. BOTH PARCELS WERE SOLD TO THEM BY
AARON AND SARAH PALMER WHO HAD MOVED CLOSER TO MILFORD SHORTLY BEFORE.

THE ORIGINAL OWNERS OF THESE TWO PIECES HAD HELD THEM FOR ONLY A FEW YEARS: PROBABLY

BOUGHT ON SPECULATION IN MIcHIGAN TERRITORY'S PIONEER DAYS. JoHN VANLEUVEN, IN 1834,

COMBINED THESE TWO SEPARATE PARCELS AND SOLD TO PHILLIP AND EXPERIENCE CRIPPEN IN THE
1850s. THE PALMERS HAD PURCHASED BOTH PIECES FROM THE CRIPPENS IN 1867.

THE 1859 MAP INDICATES A STRUCTURE WHICH WAS PROBABLY BUILT BY THE CRIPPENS. THAT WOULD
HAVE BEEN THE DUCKERING HOME c. 1900 wHeN THE YAZOO FARM 1s LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON
ARGUS. THE UNUSUAL NAME MAY HAVE HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATION TO THE DUCKERING FAMILY
HERITAGE, SERVING AS A LINK TO THE PAST. IT MAY HAVE BEEN INDICATIVE OF THE SLANG OF
THE TIMES OR JOHN DUCKERING HAD A WELL DEVELOPED SENSE OF HUMOR.

Two oF THE DUCKERING DAUGHTERS MARRIED LOCAL RESIDENTS. LAURA MARRIED SAM McCLEMENTS,
SON OF JOHN WHO CAME TO MIcHIGAN c. 1870 FrRoM IRELAND. MARY MARRIED W. L. BIDWELL,
GRANDSON OF PIONEER SETTLER SETH BIDWELL. SON GEORGE IS THE ONLY CHILD STILL ON THE FARM
AT THE TIME OF JOHN DUCKERING'S DEATH IN 1923.

SHORTLY AFTER JOHN'S PASSING (EMILY DIED IN 1922), GENERAL MOTORS WAS PURCHASING LAND
ON PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A PROVING GROUND FOR THEIR MOTOR CARS.

THE 80 ON THE EAST SIDE OF PLEASANT VALLEY ROAD IS NOW BEHIND AN ENCLOSURE, OUT OF VIEW.
THE OLD FARM. HOUSE WAS SOON REMOVED. ON THE WEST SIDE OF PLEASANT VALLEY THE ONCE-PRO-
DUCTIVE FARM NOW CONSISTS OF SMALL PARCELS WITH MORE HOMES AND FAMILIES. (COMPILED BY
MARIEANNA BAIR FROM EARLY ATLASES: EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY
AND OBITUARIES COMPILED BY MiLTON CHARBONEAU. PLEASE CONTACT US, 810/229-6402, wiTH
ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS.) : : -



