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LYONS SCHOOL RESTORATION PROJECT

THE SOCIETY HAS HAD MUCH HELP FROM INDIVIDUALS, LOCAL CONTRAC-
TORS AND BUSINESSES IN THE RESTORATION OF THE LYONS ScHooL,
11455 Buno Roap, BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP.

MANY INTANGIBLE BENEFITS ACCRUE TO THE BUSINESS WHICH DONATES
TO LOCAL PROJECTS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS.

THE COMMUNITY RESPONDS WITH IMPROVED GOOD WILL WHEN IT RECOG-
NIZES THE COMPANY AS A CARING BUSINESS.

ALL INVOLVED WITH A COMPANY DEVELOP A SENSE OF PRIDE KNOWING
THEY ARE ASSOCIATED WITH AN ESTABLISHMENT THAT CARES ABOUT
THE COMMUNITY IS WHICH IT DOES BUSINESS.

EMPLOYEE MORAL CAN BE IMPROVED BECAUSE THE EMPLOYEE WORKS FOR
A COMPANY WHICH DEMONSTRATES A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TO THE
COMMUNITY IN A SUBSTANTIAL MANNER.

GREATER TRUST IN THE LOCAL COMPANY 1S DEVELOPED BY THE ENTIRE
COMMUNITY. AN IMPROVED RELATIONSHIP RESULTS.

CONSIDERABLE FINANCIAL FUNDING IS NECESSARY TO CONTINUE WITH
THIS RESTORATION. ONE FINDS VERY FEW ONE ROOM RURAL SCHOOLS
STILL ON THE ORIGINAL SITE.

THOSE WHO'VE NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE ARE ENCOU-
RAGED TO DO SO. THE SocIETY Is A 501(c)3 ORGANIZATION. DoNA-
TIONS ARE INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE. QUESTIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO
CHRIS WARD, 810/229-0560 or Marieanna Bair, 810/229-6402. Downa-

TIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO THE SocieTy, P 0 Box 481, BrigHTON 48116.

Dates to Remember:

May 11,18,25, 1-3 p.M. ARcHIVES FILING.
CaLL 810/229-6402 TO CONFIRM.

10, 5-8 p.M. AND 23, 1-5 P.M. FOR
GENEALOGICAL HELP. 227-1760 TO CONFIRM.
22, 7 p.M. SocieTy BoaArD MEeTING.
WELCOME.

*

*

*BrigHTON DIsTRICT L1BRARY, 200 ORNDORF UR. —




MEMBERSHIPS
BUS/PROF: Sue HamiLton, P.C. (HoweLL).

LIFE: MARILYN CAMPBELL, INDIANA. THE FIRST

IFE MEMBERSHIP RECORDED. MARILYN HAS AN-
CESTORS INTERRED IN THE OLD ViLLAGE CeMe-
TERY. MANY THANKS FOR THE EXPRESSION OF
CONFIDENCE IN THE SOCIETY.

COUPLES/INDIV: MiLprep Benper (01), Tim
& HELEN HURST, TeEDD & LINDA POTTER, AND
DELORES YACKLEY.

OF THE MEMBERS RECORDED FOR 1999 68% HAVE
RENEWED FOR 2000. THE BOARD LOOKS FORWARD
TO THE DATE WHEN IT CAN BE REPORTED THE
Soc1eTY HAS A 100% MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
RATE. BE ASSURED EACH OF THE BOARD MEMBERS
ARE GIVING 100%.

How TO DETERMINE IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS
UP TO DATE? IF You SEe A 99 OR EARLIER
NUMBER AFTER YOUR NAME ON THE LABEL (OR
NO NUMBER AT ALL) YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS NOT
UP TO DATE.

To PRESERVE PRIVACY ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE
NUMBERS ARE NOT MADE PUBLIC. THE LIST IS

FOR SOCIETY PURPOSES ONLY. //’
IF YOU ARE RECEIVING THE NEWSLETTER BUT

ARE NOT A MEMBER, PLEASE CONSIDER AN AP-
PROPRIATE DONATION.

THANKS ~ THANKS THANKS

...L1sA Cave, JoHN & JANICE FIELD AND
SHIRLEY RITTER WHO HELPED PREPARE THE
APRIL NEWSLETTER FOR MAILING.

...MARIAN BENDER WHO INCLUDED A DONATION'
WITH HER MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL.

...MARGARET SQUIRE FOR HER DONATION.

...CITY OF BRIGHTON FOR A DONATION TO THE

INSTALLATION OF A MARKER DEDICATED TO THE
VETERANS INTERRED IN THE OLD VILLAGE
CEMETERY.

...JEDD & LINDA POTTER WHO INCLUDED A DONA-

TION TO THE LYONS SCHOOL WITH THEIR MEM-
BERSHIP RENEWAL.

Dr. Bril MeTz, STAN SCHAFER, AND CHRIS.
HARD FOR THEIR MANY HOURS OF WORK AT
THE Lyons ScHooL LAST MONTH.

PRESERVATION/RESTORATION

ARcHIVES: 1950/70s CLIPPINGS FROM THE BRrI-
GHTON ARGUS ARE BEING FILED INTO CATEGORIES
SUCH AS: BUSINESSES, TOWNSHIP AND CITY,
AREA DEVELOPMENT, HOMES, RESIDENTS, CHURCHE
ETC.,» ETC. THIS IS A LONG TERM PROJECT
WHICH WILL ENABLE THE SOCIETY TO BETTER
ANSWER RESEARCHERS' QUESTIONS. MALTBY AND
ScrANTON MrippLe ScHooLs anp LinoBom ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL HAD PRESENTATIONS MADF ON THE
EARLY DAYS OF THE AREA. [HE LOCAL PRESS

HAS BEEN ASSISTED WITH RESEARCH.

: Work IS _CONTINUING. ContacT
CAroL McMacken, 231-2957, IF YOU BELIEVE
YOU CAN ASSIST WITH THIS PROJECT.

%IQNﬁ_SQHQQL; AnpY SKINNER OF Boy Scout
ROOP #350 WILL BE OFFERING A LANDSCAPE
PROJECT ON THE GROUNDS. HE IS APPLYING FOR
EAGLE Scout RATING.

ORAL HISTORY: A Book, “ORAL HisTorRY AND THE
LAW”, HAS BEEN PURCHASED. SEVERAL INTER-
VIEWS HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED.

OLD VILLAGE CEMETERY: THE CHECK FOR THE

HISTORIC SITE MARKER IS IN THE MAIL. IT

— MAY BE 1-3 MONTHS BEFORE THE MARKER ARRI-
VES. THE TEXT PROVIDES A SHORT HISTORY OF
THE CEMETERY. HELP WILL BE NEEDED TO ORGA-
NIZE A PROPER DEDICATION CEREMONY. CALL
MARIEANNA BAIr, 810/229-6402. (SUGGESTIONS
ON WHICH SITE TO PLACE ON THE HISTORIC
SITE REGISTER NEXT?)

CORRECTION!

THE EDITOR’S ABJECT APOLOGIES TO THE FAMILY
AND FRIENDS OF ELSA STEGENGA. WE RECENTLY
INACCURATELY REPORTED HER AS DECEASED.

THE FOLLOWING HAVE PAID YEAR 2000 puEs.
RECOGNIZE THEM WITH YOUR PATRONAGE.

Apvance CRAFT Home BUILDERS, FENCE
Spot, Sue HamiLton, P.C., HerrMANN
FuNerAL Home, LAwReNCE AuTosopy, HERB
AND RutH Munzer, PDQ/BUS IMAGING GrRoup
AND PYRAMID CONCRETE.

THE OLDER I GET THE MORE CLEARLY [ REMEM-
BER THINGS THAT NEVER HAPPENED -
MARK TwAIN.

)



BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM

P 0 BOX 481, BRIGHTON MI

NAME

48116-0481
PHONE

ADDRESS

SEND MEMBERSHIP cARD? ( ) Yes () No

(PLEASE INCLUDE 71P + 4 DIGIT)

s') New () RENEWAL. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED WITH: *HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROJECTS,
FUND RAISING PROJECTS, ***ADMINISTRATION OF THE SOCIETY. (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE.)

DUES: ( ) $50.00 PaTrON

( ) $50.00 Bus/ProF.

DONATION: ( ) $10.00 ( ) $20.00

() $25.00 CoupLE
( ) $15.00 InoiviouaL ( ) $500.00 LiFe

() $50.00 () $100.00

() $2.00 Stunent (K-12, CoLLEGE)

()% OTHER.

THE SocteTy 1s A 501(c)3 INcoMe Tax DepucTisLe ORGANTZATION.

*H1sTorIC PRESERVATION PROJECTS: ARCHIVES, H1STORY BoOK, HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY,
HisTor1c S1TE RESTORATION/REGISTRATION/MARKER, Lyons ScHooL, OraL Histéry/ViDEo,

PHOTOGRAPHY.

"*Funp RAIsING PROJECTS: BAKE SALE, CoverrLeTs, Home Tour, Mugs., NeepLeroInT KIT.
- NoTe AND Post CarDs, S1GNATURE QuiLT, SpeciaL Events, ToTe BAGs. P1LLOW.
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SocieTY: BoarD/OFFIcER/CoMMITTEE MeMBER, NEWSLETTER, PUBLICITY.

FUND RAITSING PROJECTS
YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL

POST CARDS WITH EARLY LOCAL SCENES, PKG
OF 6/%3.; MUGS @ $5.; TOTE BAGS @ $15.;
NOTE PAPER @ $2.50; llxl& HOTOS, OF THE
MILL POND AND DAM @ $25.; copies oF 1875
PLAT MAPS OF BRIGHTON, GENOA, GREEn Qak
AND HAMBURG TowNSHIP AND A 1915 maP oF
BRIGHTON FOR $1. MAKE AN INTERESTING
)ISPLAY; NEEDLEPOINT KITS $8. SHOW THE
OLp Town HALL. ALL THE ABOVE AT
810/229-6402.

WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.

GREEN 0AK Twe : May 21, 2-4.
REENOCH MILL, RusHTON RoAD, .5 MILES
SOUTH OF TEN MILE. PROGRAM ON THE LIFE OF
Gov. KINSLEY BINGHAM, ONE OF THE EARLIEST
SETTLERS IN GReen 0ak Twp. 248/486-3578.

¥IXOM Hist. Soc: May 21, 1-4. Ice CrReam
OCIAL. 248/624-4557.

LivingsTon Co LAND QENSEBMANC!: May 20,
1-3. BricHTON D1sT. LIBRARY. DISCUSSION

ON ITS MISSION, VIDEO ON WHAT LAND CONSER-
VANCY IS, INFORMATION ON THE PARKER FAMI-
LIES’ NATURE PRESeErve. 810/229-7634.

¢ Museum oPeN THURS-
DAY, 1-4 anp Sunpay 1-5.

)PLYMouTH HisT Soc: Museum oPeEN WEDNESDAY,

THURSDAY, SATURDAY, Sunpay 1-4. 155 S.
Main St., 734/455-8940.

Pioneer Mem Assoc/FenTon, Munpy Twe:

May 13, 6 p.M. BurFaLo Dinner. 810/629-9878

COVERLETS, RED, GREEN OR BLUE HAVE NINE
LOCAL SITES WOVEN IN. $49. AT NAUGHTY ‘N
Nice, 412 W. MaIn.

A TAPeSTRY P11 oW, $28., GOES WELL WITH

THE COVERLETS. 810/229-9100 To ORDER.

THE SIGNATURE QUILT, ON WHICH ARE EMRROI-
DERED SIGNATURES FOR A DonATION OoF $10.00,
HAS SPACE FOR YOURS. SEND IN YOUR SIGNA-
TURE OR THAT OF A RELATIVE. A FILE OF SIG-
NATURES OF EARLY RESIDENTS IS AVAILABLE.
YOUR DONATION IS AN APPROPRIATE AND SIMPLE
WAY TO SUPPORT THE SOCIETY’S ACTIVITIES.

JILES: 13 DIFFERENT LOCAL SITES, ARE SHOWN
ON BLACK/WHITE 6” SQUARE CERAMIC TILES.
THESE ARE ALL LIMITED EDITIONS. NOSTALGIA
ANTIQUES, 116 W. MAIN, HAS THEM IN STOCK
AT $8.00 or 3/4$21.00.

MEMORIAL DAY

WHAT 1S Memor1AL DAY? IT IS A DAY SET
ASIDE TO COMMEMORATE THE ULTIMATE
SACRIFICE MADE BY SO MANY. IT IS A MOST
APPROPRIATE AND MEANINGFUL EXPRESSION
OF APPRECIATION.

[T IS MORE THAN A THREE DAY HOLIDAY TO
PLAY. OBSERVING THIS DAY PROPERLY WILL
MAKE US MORE THANKFUL THAT WE CAN PLAY.

GOING ouT OF TOWN? VETERANS ALL OVER
THE COUNTRY WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR
YOU TO SPEND AN HOUR IN GRATEFUL REMEM-
BRANCE NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE.



BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P 0 BOX 481 Non-PROFIT ORG.

BRIGHTON MI 4811 U.S. PosTace
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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES.
SHADELAND, THE FARM OF GEORGE E. PLESS, IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

[T was 1841, wHEN GEORGE E. PLESS’ GRANDFATHER, HENRY ANDREW (FREDERICH HEINRICH
ANDREAS) PLESS PURCHASED 240 SEMI IMPROVED (SOMEWHAT CLEARED) ACRES ON THE

GRAND RIvER INDIAN TRAIL, WEST OF BRIGHTON IN GENOA TownsHIP. (Section 11, SW NWi,
NORTH OF HuGHES RoAp; Sect. 12, E} SWi, EuLer Roap; Sect. 13, Wi NWi, STRADDLED
THE GRAND RIVER TRAIL; Sect. 14, NE SEt, Bauer Roap [HuserT Roapl).

FREIGHT WAGONS AND STAGES WERE OPERATING ON THE RECENTLY GRADED ROAD BETWEEN
DETROIT AND HoweLL. HENRY AND MARIA (KLESSON), wHO HAD ARRIVED IN THE U.S. 1IN

1839) MOVED THEIR LARGE, YOUNG, FAMILY INTO A FRAME HOUSE BUILT IN 1838 By Tom
PINCKNEY. ALSO ON THE PROPERTY WAS AN 1834 LOG HOUSE, TWO FRAME BARNS AND A BLACK-
SMITH SHOP. HE WAS THE FOURTH OWNER OF THIS PROPERTY. THE DEPRESSION OF 1837 FORCED
THE EARLIER OWNERS TO SELL. [T APPEARS THAT ONLY THE YOUNGEST OF THEIR 10 CHILDREN
WAS BORN IN MICHIGAN. THE OTHERS WERE BORN IN RUSSIA AND GERMANY.

THE PLESSES WEREN'T FARMERS BY TRADE. HOWEVER THEY ADJUSTED WELL. THE BOYS LEARNED
TO CLEAR LAND, DEVELOP IT AND PLANT CROPS WHICH GREW PLENTIFULLY IN THE VIRGIN SOIL.
By 1850, THE INDIAN RAIL HAD BEEN PLANKED AND EXCESS PRODUCE AND LIVESTOCK COULD BE
TRANSPORTED TO CITIES ALONG THE TRAIL. THE GIRLS: AS WAS THE CUSTOM, COULD CARD AND
SPIN WOOL, KNITTING MANY GARMENTS, BESIDES SEEING TO THE PRESERVATION OF FOOD AND
THE GENERAL WELFARE OF THE FAMILY.

CHILDREN OF NEARBY NEIGHBORS WERE THE LOGICAL FUTURE SPOUSES OF ANDREW AND MARIA'S
CHILDREN: DINGLER, EULER, FisH, GeorGe, GROSTIC, HAZARD, TO NOTE A FEW. AS WILLIAM,
PLESS) FROM WHOSE WRITINGS MUCH OF THIS RESEARCH WAS GLEANED, WRITES “...IN THOSE
HORSE AND BUGGY DAYS YOUNG MEN DIDN’T TRAVEL FAR TO FIND A WIFE.” THE FATHER OF OUR
SUBJECT, ANDREW CHRISTIAN (BORN AucusT 14, 1830, 1N Moscow, RussiA) MARRIED MARGARET
EuLer, May 8, 1860. In 1861, HE AND BROTHER LEWIS BOUGHT THEIR PARENTS’ FARM PROPERTY
WITH ANDREW ACQUIRING THE ACREAGE ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE GRAND RIVER TRAIL.

ACQUISITION OF MORE ACREAGE INCREASED THE TOTAL OF LEWIS AND ANDREW’S PROPERTY TO
560 Acres BY 1890. AT THAT TIME THE BROTHERS DIVIDED THEIR RESPECTIVE PROPERTIES
TO THEIR SONS. (LEwis’ sonN, FRED, AND GRANDSON: HARLOW, DEVELOPED THE PLESSLAND
DAIRY.) ANDREW, IN TURN, DIVIDED HIS PROPERTY BETWEEN HIS SONS, CHARLES H. AND
GeoRGE E. GEORGE E. PRODUCED FRUIT, POTATOES, GRAINS, HAY, CATTLE, SHEEP AND PIGS
oN SHADELAND. (CompiLED BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM THE WRITINGS OF WILLIAM PLESS AND
MiLTon CHARBONEAU'S EARLY LAND OwnERS AND SETTLERS oF LivingsTon CounTy. ADDITIONS
OR CORRECTIONS MOST WeLCOME. 810/229-6402.)



