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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES. HENRY
MaLTBY's OAKWOOD STOCK FARM IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

HENRY'S FARM HAS ITS ORIGIN IN THE VERY EARLY DAYS OF THE SETTLING OF BRIGHTON,

GENOA AND GREEN OAK TowNsHIPS. HIS FATHER, ALMON, AND UNcLE MAYNARD (BOTH TEACHERS)
WERE AMONG HE FIRST TO TAKE UP LAND IN THESE TOWNSHIPS. BORN IN NEw YORK, THEY CAME

TO THE AREA IN 1832, WITHIN TWO YEARS THEY HAD BUILT A SAW MILL ON- ORE CREEK SOUTHWEST
OF TOWN ON WHAT BECAME LATER KNOWN AS THE ‘OLD PENTLIN FARM’ AT THE HEAD OF BRIGHTON

LAKE. MANY EARLY STRUCTURES WERE BUILT OF LUMBER SAWN AT THE MALTBY MILL. THE BROTHERS'
FIRST HOUSE, OF LOGS, SERVED OFTEN AS A REFUGE FOR SETTLERS.

MAYNARD, WHO HAD MARRIED SARAH IN New York IN 1834, HAD TWO CHILDREN. HE WAS THE FIRST
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE AND PERFORMED THE FIRST MARRIAGE INBRIGHTON TowNsHIP. HE wAs
ALSO THE FIRST DIRECTOR IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. He p1ep v 1840.

By 1875, ALMON OwNES OVER 400 AcRes, Sec. 7 GREEN 0AK, WEST OF RICKETT, SOUTH OF
MALTBY ROADS. THIS BECAME THE FAMILY FARM. SIX OF HIS CHILDREN GREW UP THERE. BOTH oOF
HENRY'S OLDER BROTHERS, RICHARD AND ALBERT (sons oF ALMON'S FIRST WIFE, ELIZA JANE),
ENLISTED TO SERVE IN THE CrviL WAR MarcH 18, 1865; 11TH Cav., Co. I. ALBERT DIED OF
DISEASE IN A TENNESSEE HOSPITAL ABOUT SIX WEEKS LATER. HE HAD Two YOUNGER BROTHERS)
GEORGE AND EVERETT J, AND A SISTER, CYNTHIA, WHO MARRIED WILSON ABRAMS, A BRIGHTON BOY.

HENRY, AFTER ATTENDING A COMMERCIAL COLLEGE IN CHICAGO IN 1866, MANAGED HIS PARENTS'
FARM FOR SEVERAL YEARS. JANUARY 19, 1876, HE MARRIED MARY J. KNABB, WHO HAD COME TO
MICHIGAN WITH HER PARENTS FROM PENNSYLVANIA SEVERAL YEARS EARLIER. THEY HAD TWO SONS
Amon H. AND ROBERT D. WHO WERE A BIG HELP ON THE FARM. HENRY IS NOTED AS HAVING A
“...FINE FARM; A GOOD HOUSE AND BARNS....AND HE TAKES GREAT INTEREST IN RAISING GOOD
GRADES OF STOCK. HE HAS A FINE FLOCK OF REGISTERED SHROPSHIRE SHEEP, AND A VERY FINE

HERD OF JERSEY CATTLE, WHICH IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE BEST SPECIMENS OF THAT POPULAR
BREED IN THIS VICINITY..."”

HENRY DIED JuLy 23, 1927. BoTH HE AND MARY ARE BURIED IN THE GREEN 0Ak PLAINS CEMETERY
AS ARE HIS PARENTS. THE 1961 ATLAs NOTES E. F. FISHER AS THE OWNER OF MOST OF THE -
MALTBY LAND. HE RAISED CHAMPIONSHIP STOCK, CONTINUING THE TRADITION. THE 1979 A7iLAs
RECORDS THE HURON CLINTON METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY AS OWNER OF ALL, INCLUDING THE OLD
FARM HOUSE, BUT ABOUT 50 ACRES IN RAYy AND BeTTY MALTBY’S NAME. (COMPILED BY MARIEANNA
BATR FrROM LIVINGSTON COUNTY ATLASSES AND CENSUS RECORDS: EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS
IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY AND OBITUARIES COMPILED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU; THE 1891 PORTRAIT

AND BIoGRAPHICAL ALBUM AND THE 1880 HISTORY OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY. ADDITIONS AND COR-
RECTIONS ARE WELCOME.)



