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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, THEIR BACKGROUND AND LOCATION AS LISTED IN THE
BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES. JOHN SUTHERLAND’S RIVERVIEW FARM 1s THIS ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

JOHN SUTHERLAND'S GRANDPARENTS, CoL. CASTLE AND NANCY ANN, WERE BOTH BORN IN New YORrk
IN THE LAST DECADE OF THE 18TH CENTURY. HIS FATHER, SOLOMON, WAS THE YOUNGEST oF 11
CHILDREN. By 1828 CAsTLE AND NANCY ANN WERE IN WASHTENAW COUNTY IN ANN ARBOR AND ScIo
WHERE SOLOMON WAS BORN, 1833. By 1834 CASTLE OWNED LAND IN DEERFIELD TOWNSHIP. THE
1880 HisTorRY REPORTS CASTLE WAS HIGHLY SPOKEN OF AS A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN OF THAT AREA.

IN 1861, SOLOMON BECAME THE THIRD OWNER OF 80 ACRES IN THE Wi SW: oF SecTion 2 IN
GREEN 0AKk TownsHIP AND 80 AcrRes IN THE E} SEX oF SecTion 3. THESE PIECES ABUTTED EACH
OTHER, THE HURON ALMOST DIVIDING THEM IN HALF.

By 1875 THE MAP INDICATES SUTHERLAND ROAD, BETWEEN PLEASANT VALLEY AND KENSINGTON,
WITH A BRIDGE OVER THE HURON. (PRIOR TD THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO FORD THE RIVER.)

THEIR CABIN HAD PROBABLY BEEN BUILT BY FORMER OWNER JOHN MYERS BUT SOON AFTER, SOLOMON
AND HIS BRIDE, SARA AuGUSTA MYERS, WERE LIVING IN A FINE FRAME FARM HOUSE ON A HILL
OVERLOOKING THE RIVER. SoN JoHN, B. 1860, WAS THE SECOND CHILD OF FOUR.

JOHN MARRIED wiDow CLARA QUACKENBUSH IN 1882. HE AND CLARA RAISED HER SON, FRED AND
DAUGHTER, ELIZABETH; THE FATHER, ScoTT, HAD DIED IN 1877.

SoLoMon DIED IN 1888, LEAVING JOHN TO CARE FOR THE FARM AND HIS MOTHER. (HIS SISTER
LAURA: HAD MARRIED CHARLES E. STANFIELD, BROTHER WILLIAM, MARRIED AND MOVED TO SOUTH
LYoN, BROTHER WARREN HAD DIED AT 22.) JOHN MOST LIKELY CONTINUED FARMING IN THE TRA-
DITION OF HIS FATHER. AN 1875 AD, AsS NOTED IN “YESTERYEARS OF GREeN 0Ak”, sAys SoLomon
WAS A GENERAL FARMER, GROWING GRAIN, STOCK AND FRUIT. HE OWNED A STEAM THRESHING MACHINE.
“WILL DO IN GOOD SHAPE AND LOW RATES ALL WORK ENTRUSTED TO HIM.”

BESIDES FARMING JOHN PARTICIPATED IN THE FUNCTIONING OF GREEN 0AKk TOWNSHIP - AS
TREASURER, JUSTICE OF THE PEACE AND AS CONSTABLE DURING THE YEARS. CLARA DIED IN 1923
AND JOHN 20 YEARS LATER. BOTH ARE BURIED IN KENSINGTON CEMETERY AS ARE HIS PARENTS
AND BROTHER WARREN. By 1935 THE SUTHERLAND PROPERTY IS OWNED BY THE LIBERTY STARTER
Company. By 1954 THAT, AND MUCH MORE, IS OWNED BY THE STATE OF MicHI1GAN CONSERVATION
DEPARTMENT, PART OF TODAY'S ISLAND LAKE RECREATION AReA. (CoMPILED BY MARTEANNA BAIR
FROM COUNTY ATLASSES AND CENSUS RECORDS; “EARLY LAND OwNERS AND SETTLER OF LIVINGSTON
COUNTY” AND EARLY OBITUARIES COMPILED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU. CORRECTIONS WELCOMED.)



