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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, THEIR BACKGROUND AND LOCATION AS LISTED IN THE
BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES. GusTAv WESTPHALL’S FERTILE VALLEY 1S THIS ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

OF THE SEVEN CHILDREN OF GODFREY AND SOPHIA WESTPHALL, GUSTAV WAS THE YOUNGEST AND
THE ONLY ONE BORN IN THE U.S. His NeXT OLDEST BROTHER, LEwis H. (B. 1845), wAS BORN
ON THE ATLANTIC OCEAN DURING THE LONG CROSSING FROM THEIR ANCESTRAL HOME IN GERMANY.

His OLDEST SISTER, HANNAH (B. 1828), MARRIED CHARLES T. HYNE IN 1847, SHORTLY AFTER
ARRIVING IN THE BRIGHTON AREA. HYNE WAS ALSO GERMAN BORN. THE TWO FAMILIES MAY WELL
HAVE KNOWN EACH OTHER IN THE ‘OLD COUNTRY'. Gus’ OTHER SISTER, MARIE (B. 1830), MAR-
RIED JOHN HARTMAN THAT SAME YEAR. HOWEVER JOHN’S PARENTS, MARTIN AND MARIA, HAD AR-
RIVED IN THIS AREA IN THE MID 1830S, FROM THE SAME AREA FROM WHICH THE WESTPHALLS
HAD COME. AGAIN, ONE MAY SURMISE THERE HAD BEEN SOCIAL CONNECTIONS BEFORE MOVING TO
THE UNITED STATES.

Gus’ OBITUARY INDICATES HE WAS BORN 1848 1n BrRiGHTON ToOwNSHIP, NEAR ScHooL LAKE.
THE 1850 CENSUS WOULD SUGGEST HIS PARENTS HAD NOT YET PURCHASED LAND. By 1859 Gus’
BROTHERS ARE OWNERS OF LARGE ACREAGES IN SecTion 24, Genoa TowNsHIP. SITUATED ON
THE SOUTH SIDE OF CHALLIS ROAD AND EAST OF BAUER. THE 1875 ATLAS NOTES Gus owNep 95
ACRES IN THE SAME SECTION, ON THE NORTH SIDE OF CHALLIS, ACROSS FROM GODFReY C.

(B. 1836) AND FReDerick’s (B. 1838). RESEARCH MAKES IT VERY APPARENT THAT LAND HUN-
GRY EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS WERE ANXIOUS TO SECURE ACREAGE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

ALTHO' HIS SIBLINGS MARRIED AND HAD FAMILIES, GUS DID NOT MARRY. WE FIND THAT NIECE,
MaRY HARTMAN, HOUSEKEEPER FOR UncLe Gus. His FERTILE VALLEY 1S A PRODUCTIVE FARM
UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1917. Gus’ GRAVE 1S IN FAIRVIEW CEMETERY. OTHER AREA CEMETERIES
ARE THE RESTING PLACES OF MANY OF THE CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN OF GODFREY AND
SOPHIA WHO ARE BURIED IN THE OLD VILLAGE CEMETERY.

By 1935, THe GrRAND RiveErR WASH SAND AND GRAVEL CoMPANY OWNS A TOTAL OF 182 ACRES
WHICH INCLUDE Gus’ 80. By 1961 Lours AnND MABLE HERBST ARE OWNERS OF MOST OF THAT.
AND WHAT IT 1S TODAY? DRIVE } MILE WEST ON CHALLIS; THE NEXT % MILE ON THE NORTH IS
THE PROPERTY GUS FARMED. .

His BROTHERS, LeEwls AND GobrFReY C. SERVED IN THE CiviL WAR. THEY ENLISTED THE SAME
DAY, SERVED IN THE SAME UNIT AND WERE DISCHARGED TOGETHER. (COMPILED BY MARIEANNA
BAIR FROM COUNTY ATLASSES AND CENSUS RECORDS; “EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS OF
LIVINGSTO? COUNTY” AND EARLY OBITUARIES COMPILED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU. CORRECTIONS
WELCOMED.



