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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, THEIR BACKGROUND AND LOCATION AS LISTED IN THE
BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES. Myron WesT’s FAIR VIEW 1s THIS ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

IN THE 1870 census oF LivINGSTON COUNTY WE FIND THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF MYRON WEST LIVING
IN BRIGHTON TownsHIP. HE 1S WORKING FOR HIRAM NicHoLS wHO HAS 120 ACRES IN SecTion 35,
SEX. (THE PRESENT SITE OF BRIGHTON HOSPITAL. THE HOUSE, WHICH FORMED THE NUCLEUS OF

THE HOSPITAL WAS MOVED TO ITS PRESENT LOCATION FROM A SITE MUCH CLOSER TO THE GRAND
River TrRAIL.)

By 1895 WesT owns 80 ACRES ABOUT ONE MILE NORTH, FAIR VIEW, Section 26, N{ SEi. RoBERT
EDGAR, FROM IRELAND, AND WIFE, NancYy WHALEN, ofF LivinesToNCounTy, N.Y., HAD PURCHASED
THIS 80 AcrRes FROM THE U.S. GovERNMENT BY 1835. ONE NOTES A HOUSE ON THE SITE ON THE
1859 AtLAs. (IT’S LIKELY THE LUMBER WAS SAWED AT THE NEARBY WOODRUFF MILL ON PLEASANT
VALLEY RoAp.) IN 1879 THIS WAS TRANSFERRED BY ROBERT, WHO DIED THE NEXT YEAR, TO HIS

24 YEAR oLD soN EMery. H1s wIpoweDp SISTER, MATHILDA HUDSON, AND HER THREE CHILDREN ARE
LIVING THERE: AS IS HIS /1 YEAR oLD MOTHER NANCY. AT THIS TIME EMERY IS FARMING. IT
WOULD APPEAR BROTHER WALTER (WIFE SARAH AND ONE YEAR OLD MARGERY) ARE PROBABLY LIVING IN
THE SMALLER OF THE TWO HOUSES: JUST SOUTH OF THE LARGER. ALL ARE DEPENDENT ON THE FARM.

MYRoN WEST, BORN IN FARMINGTON FEBRUARY 12, 1851, WAS THE SECOND OF FIVE BROTHERS. BY
THE TIME HE IS RECORDED AS THE OWNER OF THIS 80 ACRE FARM, HE HAD MARRIED KATIE V.
FERGUSON, A NEIGHBOR’S DAUGHTER, JANUARY 5, 1881. ME DID GENERAL FARMING, RAISING GRAIN
AND LIVESTOCK. WHEN THE MILK FACTORY WAS ESTABLISHED IN BRIGHTON, HE, AS MANY OTHERS
SWITCHED TO DAIRY FARMING.

THEIR ONLY cHILD, CARRIE VIoLA, MARRIED Rurus DARLINGTON CHRISTMAS Eve, 1913, AND LIVED
IN THE SMALLER HOUSE UNTIL AFTER HER MOTHER’S DEATH IN 1935. CARRIE WAS STILL ON THAT
FARM WELL INTO THE 3RD QUARTER OF THE 20TH CENTURY. THE PRESENT BARN IS NOT THE ORIGINAL.
THAT BURNED c. 1930 As A ReSULT OF CARRIE’S SON, VERN, PLAYING WITH MATCHES.

MYRON, wHO DIED IN 1923, KATIE, CARRIE AND RUFUS ARE BURIED IN THE KENSINGTON CEMETERY
AS ARE ROBERT AND NANCY EDGAR. THE SMALL HOUSE IS PRESENTLY IN A STATE OF DISREPAIR. THE
LARGER APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN UNDERGOING REPAIRS FOR SOME TIME. (CoMPILED BY MARIEANNA
BAIR FROM "EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS” AND OBITUARIES BY MILTON CHARBONEAU; EARLY
CENSUS RECORDS, ATLASES AND INTERVIEW OF HERB WARNER. ADDITIONS/ CORRECTIONS WELCOME.)



