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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES. THE
McCaBe BrROTHERS’ SHADY CREEK FARM 1S THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

MicHAEL, HuGH, THoMAs, PaTrick (3), James, Epwarp AND MATHEW, McCABES ALL, AND THEIR
WIVES, WERE BORN IN IRELAND. THEY cAME TO GREeN 0Ak, HAMBURG, UNADILLA AND GENnOA
TownsHIP BY wAY oF CaNADA, New YORK or ILLINOIS, TO FIND A LIFE TILLING THE SOIL.

By 1844, SEVERAL ARE LISTED AS RESIDENT TAXPAYERS IN GREEN OAK TOWNSHIP SECTIONS

9, 10, 15 AnD 16. THIS CONCENTRATION OF IRISH IMMIGRANTS SOON ACQUIRED THE LOCAL
NAME OF PADDYTOWN. THE MonAHAN, OR IRISH, CEMETERY, CORNER McCABE AND StLverR LAKE
ROADS 1S THE RESTING PLACE FOR MANY IRISH SETTLERS. CENSUS RECORDS INDICATE EDUCA-
TION WAS IMPORTANT TO THE McCABES. CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE ATTENDED REGULARLY. ONE
ALSO FINDS THAT THOSE 15 YEARS AND OLDER ARE OFTEN EMPLOYED BY NEIGHBORING FARMERS
AND AS DOMESTICS. THE LARGE FAMILIES NEEDED THE CHILDREN’S INCOME TO SURVIVE.

MicHAEL AND THomAs ofF SHADY CREEK FARM, sons oF PATRIcK D. AND BRIDGET, WERE IN HAM-
BURG TownsHIP IN 1854. (Sec. 1, NWi, 160 Acres PLUS 70 ACRES TO THE WEST IN Sec. 2.
THIS Is BETWEEN HAMBURG AND BAUER ROADS ON HAMBURG ROAD. SHADY CREEK REFERS TO ORE
CREEK FLOWING FROM BRIGHTON VILLAGE To ORE LAKE AND ON.) THOMAS MARRIED MARY FAGAN,
MICHAEL DID NOT MARRY. THEIR FOUR SIBLINGS WERE JAMES, MARGARET, PATRICK AND ALEXAN-
DER. A YOUNG NEPHEW, THOMAS, ONLY CHILD OF JAMES, LIVED WITH THEM AFTER HIS PARENTS
DIED IN 1892. AT THE AGE OF 16 HE DROWNED IN LIME LAKE, WHILE SWIMMING WITH FRIENDS.

TWO COUSINS, BROTHERS, ENLISTED IN THE CIiviL WAR. PATRICK, IN LT. JoHN GrLLuLy’s
Co. [, 5TH INF., DIED OF DISEASE MARCH 3, 1862, AT ALexanorIA, VA. FeLix, Co. H..
228D INF., DIED IN ANDERSONVILLE PrRIsoN AucusT 15, 1864, AND 1S BURIED THERE. AT
HOME INADEQUATE NUTRITION, UNSANITARY HOUSING AND THE STRENUOUS WORK OF THE WOMEN
CONTRIBUTED TO HIGH CHILD MORTALITY RATES AMONG THE SETTLERS, INCLUDING THE McCARES.

AN M. McCABE IS LISTED AS A CHARTER MEMBER OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY,
1853. PAaTRIC F. IS A SUBSCRIBER TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURcH (ST.
PATRICK’S) BUILDING IN 1864.

C. 1937, THE Boy Scout oF AMericA, DeTroiT CounciL, PURCHASED SHADY CREEK FARM As A
CAMP. PERHAPS THAT IS WHEN THE PRIME STANDS OF EVERGREENS WERE PLANTED. THE SITE IS
NOW THE SETTING FOR ONE OF THE FINEST, MORE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS OF THE AREA.

(RESEARCH cOMPILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR AND L1SA PALERMO FROM THE 1880 HISTORY OF
LivinesTon CounTy: YESTERYEARS OF GREEN 0AK; EARLY CENSUS RECORDS AND ATLASSES;AND
MiLTon CHARBONEAU’S FIRST LANDOWNERS, EARLY LANDOWNERS AND SETTLERS AND EARLY
OBITUARIES. ADDITIONS, ETC., WELCOME. 810/229-6402.)



