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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, CONTINUES. THE
WILLOWDALE FARM oF C.H. MORGAN IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

AMONG THE PRESS OF PIONEERS FROM THE EAST CYRENUS MORGAN AND BROTHERS, NATHANIEL G.
SR. AND BENJAMIN, caME FroM NEw YORK To MICHIGAN TO FIND NEW HOMES, 1835-37. THE
OPENING OF THE ERIE CANAL, IN 1825, GREATLY REDUCED THE LABOR, TIME, DANGER AND
EXPENSE OF THE JOURNEY.

C.H. AND wiFE, MARTHA, ALSO BORN IN N.Y. HAD SIX CHILDREN: FIVE DAUGHTERS AND ONE
SON. (SCANT RESEARCH INFORMATION INDICATES SHE WAS BORN IN 1827.) IT WOULD APPEAR
MARTHA BECAME A MOTHER AT 15 YEARS OF AGE. DAUGHTER, ELECTA, WAS BORN IN 1842.
WITH THE BIRTH oF CYrRenus: JR., IN 1851, wE LOSE TRACK OF MARTHA.

By c. 1855 CYRENUS, SR. IS MARRIED TO MARGARET. FIVE CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THIS
UNION; THREE DAUGHTERS AND TWO SONS. AS WITH MANY OTHER EARLY SETTLERS, THE CHILDREN
OFTEN MARRIED CHILDREN OF NEIGHBORS. AS FARMERS, TEACHERS, LABORERS, ORCHARDISTS,
BUTCHERS, MILLINERS, AND RAISERS OF SHEEP, CATTLE AND HORSES THEY WERE AN ACTIVE
INFLUENCE IN THE AFFAIRS OF BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP. A VARIETY OF VITAL TASKS WERE
CARRIED OUT. :

CYRENUS’ EARLY LAND ACQUISITIONS IN THE TOWNSHIP INCLUDED 80 ACRES IN SECTION 27 ON
WHICH A RESIDENCE WAS BUILT. WITH MANN CREEK FLOWING THROUGH AND WILLOWS GROWING
ALONG THE WATER, THE NAME IS APPROPRIATE. THIRTY ACRES, IMMEDIATELY TO THE WEST
WERE ADDED. BUNO ROAD IS ON THE NORTH AND SPENCER ROAD ON THE EAST. By 1895 THE
SOUTH HALF OF THIS IS IN CYRENUS, JR.’S NAME.'A VERY HILLY 40 Acres IN Section 14 18
ALSO IN SR's. NAME. THI1S 15 ON KENSINGTON RoAD, WEST oF THE GM PROVING GROUND.

C.H. Morean’s WILLOWDALE FARM HAD A MILFORD ADDRESS. WHEN RURAL FREE DELIVER WAS
INSTITUTED IN 1896 THE FAR EASTERN PORTION OF BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP RECEIVED ITS MAIL
FROM THE MILFoRD PosT OFFiIcE.

TODAY’'S LIFE STYLE MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO COMPREHEND THE DIFFICULTIES OF

THAT DAY. A TRIP TO TOWN ENTAILED THE HARNESSING OF THE HORSE, HITCHING TO THE

WAGON, SLEIGH OR BUGGY; KEEPING WARM IN THE WINTER; DRIVING THROUGH FIELDS IN ORDER

TO AVOID SNOW DRIFTS, FORDING SWOLLEN STREAMS IN THE SPRING. WITH THAT MUCH EFFORT

INVOLVED ONE DID NOT LEAVE THE SHOPPING LIST AT HOME. A TRIP TO DETROIT WAS OFTEN A

TWO DAY AFFAIR. IT was THE MID 1920s BEFORE GRAND RIVER WAS PAVED. AH-H-H THE GOOD )
oLD DAYS. (CoMPILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM EARLY CENSUS RECORDS, 1880 HIsTORY OF

LivinesTon CounTy; EaRLY LANDOWNERS AND SETTLERS OF LIvINGSTON COUNTY AND OBITUA-

RIES COMPILED BY MiLTON CHARBONEAU. ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS GRATEFULLY RECEIVED.)



