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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS. THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUE. THE McDonNeLL BroTHErs’ ELM FARM anp M. McDonner’s SPRING
BROOK FARMS ARE THIS ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

SeverAL McDONNELS ARE LISTED AS FIST LANDOWNERS IN THE AREA: CHARLES IN 0SceoLA,

AND JAMES AND MicHAEL BOTH IN HARTLAND TownsHIPs. A JoHN McConneLL, ofF Mownroe, N.Y.
RECORDED, ON MAY 11, 1833, A PURCHASE OF 160 ACRES IN SECTION 26 OF BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP.
(Buno anD Spencer Roaps AReA.) SoMe McDonALDS PURCHASED LAND IN GReeN OAK AND HAMBURG
TowNsHIPS. THE HANDWRITTEN EARLY DOCUMENTS CAN BE DIFFICULT TO CLEARLY DETERMINE
ACCURATE SPELLING.

PATRICK AND RoSE McDoNNELL. oF NEw YORK, BOUGHT THE LAND IN SEcTION 26 IN 1852 AND
1860. THEY ALSO BOUGHT, IN 1869, 1N Section 25. THE 1875 RECORD INDICATES THEY SOLD
THESE PIECES. IS THE JOHN McCONNELL, THE SPELLINGS VARY, RELATED TO THE PATRICK Mc-
DONNELL WHO PURCHASED JOHN'S PROPERTY (BrRigHTON SEcTion 26) 1N 18527 BOTH ARE FROM
New York. WE HESITATE TO DRAW UNSUBSTANTIATED CONCLUSIONS.

NoT ALL OF THE McDONNELLS WHO BOUGHT LAND IN THE COUNTY LIVED ON THE LAND AT THE
TIME. THE VARIOUS SPELLINGS (MACDONALD/MCDONALD) IN WHICH LAND TRANSACTIONS ARE RE-
CORDED PROHIBIT US FROM ASCERTAINING ACCURATE FAMILY CONNECTIONS WITHOUT MUCH MORE
COMPREHENSIVE RESEARCH. AT ONE TIME RoSE McDoNNELL’S (PATRICK'S WIFE) NAME IS ON THE
360 ACRES BOUNDED BY BUNO ROAD ON THE NORTH, SPENCER ON THE SOUTH WITH KENSINGTON
ROAD DIVIDING ON THE SECTION LINE.

THE McDonneLL Bros ELM FARM MAY HAVE BEEN PATRICK (B. 1873), ALEXANDER (B. 1875),
James (B. 1880), Joun (B. 1890) anp RicHARD (8. 1894), THE sons ofF JAMEs (B. 1838)
AND Mary (B. 18487)

THE M McponneLL SPRING BROOK FARM mAY BE A cousin, MicHAEL (B. 1855). THE LAST Mc
DONNELLS TO own THE SECTION 26 PROPERTY WERE MICHAEL’S CHILDREN: DUNCAN, Rose Mary,
DorOTHY, GERTRUDE AND JESSIE. SEVERAL OF THE GIRLS MARRIED, THE OTHERS WORKED IN
OFFICces IN DeTrROIT.

As HAS OCCURRED WITH MUCH OF THE AREA’S ACREAGE, SMALL PARCELS WERE SOLD TO INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE BUILT COMFORTABLE HOMES ON THE ROLLING REAL ESTATE. GOVERNMENTAL REGULATIONS
MAY HAVE ENCOURAGED THE SALE OF THESE SMALLER PIECES EVEN AS THESE REGULATIONS REIN-
FORCE THE “SPRAWL” WITH WHICH WE ARE ALL FAMILIAR. OTHER LAND OWNERS IN SECTIONS 25
AND 76 INcLUDED: WM. STerLInG, New York City, DanieL Durree, MONTGOMERY, NEw YORK AND
SEVERAL OTHERS FROM NeEw York CiTy. IT IS VERY POSSIBLE, IF NOT LIKELY, THESE FAMILIES
KNEW EACH OTHER FOR SOME TIME AND DECIDED IT WOULD BE BETTER TO STRIKE OUT FOR THE
WILDERNESS TOGETHER. (CoMPILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM CENSUS RECORDS AND ATLASSES OF
BRIGHTON TownsHIP. ALSO FIRST LAND OwNERS, EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS, COPIES OF
LOCAL OBITUARIES AND RECORDS OF CALVARY CEMETERY ALL BY MiLTON CHARBONEAU. CORREC-
TIONS/ADDITIONS WeELcoME. 810/229-6402.)



