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T rail Tales

Preserve, Advance and Disseminale Knowledge of the Hislory of the Briohlon Area
LYONS SCHOOL RESTORATION PROJECT

AM EXCITING TIME IS AHEAD. MAJOR FUNCTIONAL RENOVATION OF THE
115+ yEAR oLp Lyons ScHOOL 1S NEAR COMPLETION. IF IT WEREN'T
FOR THE TENACITY OF VOLUNTEERS DEDICATED TO THIS PROJECT OVER
THE YEARS..... PRESENTLY A FRONT STOOP IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION,
LIGHT FIXTURES ARE BEING INSTALLED, AIR CONDITIONING IS SOON

TO BE ACTIVATED, RESTROOM FACILITIES ARE IN WORKING ORDER. WIN-
DOW SHUTTERS NEED TO BE PAINTED (THESE ARE NOT LOUVERED), WINDOWS
CLEANED AND THE ARCHIVES AREA CLEANING STARTED.

A NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS ARE MEETING EACH TUESDAY, 6 P,M., AT THE
scHooL, 11455 Buno Roap, BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP, RESTORING THE DESKS
WHICH HAVE BEEN STACKED IN THE BACK ROOM. [T TAKES ABOUT FOUR
HOURS FOR ONE PERSON TO CLEAN UP A DESK. Jim DeJoun anp Jupy,
Nancy FrepenBurG, Kevin RoacH, Joanne Swonk, CHRIS WARD AND
Dick WEAIRE HAVE BEEN JOINING US IN THIS TIME CONSUMING, BUT
NOT DIFFICULT JOB. JOIN uS NEXT TUESDAY AND YOU CAN SAY YOU'VE
ALSO HELPED. SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP IS NOT A REQUIREMENT. EVERYONE
CAN DO THIS.

THE COMMITTEE PLANNING THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE SCHOOL,
THurRsDAY, AucusT 9, 6 P.M., IS MEETING REGULARLY. PUBLICITY,
MUSIC, SPEAKERS, RIBBON CUTTING, BELL RINGING, REFRESHMENTS),
PHOTOGRAPHERS, DECORATIONS ARE ALL ON THE AGENDA. THE UNVEILING
OF THE HISTORIC MARKER AND THE DEDICATION OF THE PICTURE OF THE
SCHOOL DONATED BY JOE MIKE WILL ALSO TAKE PLACE.

WANT TO HAVE A HAND IN THIS PROJECT? ConTACcT CHAIRMAN CHRIS
WArRD, BriGHTON TownsHIP CLERK, 810/229-0550. LET HIM KNOW WHAT
ELSE SHOULD BE INCLUDED OR TO OFFER ASSISTANCE.

Q—\ Dates to Remember:
- —::;;:JULY 5:12,19,26, 1-3 p.M. ARCHIVES FILING.
\\{:tzz////iz' CALL_810/229-6402 T0 CONFIRM. WELCOME.

’2222? ** 10,17,24,31, 6 p.M. DESK CLEANING AND
: FINAL PREPARATION FOR LYONS ScHooL
.. OPENING. SEE ABOVE.
12, 7 p.Mm. Lyons SCHOOL DEDICATION
COMMITTEE MEETING.
* 23, 7 P.M. SOCIETY BOARD MEETING. WELCOME.J

**11455 Buno Roap, Lyons ScHool.

*BRIGHTON DrstricT LiBRARY, 100 LIBRARY DR.™



MEMBERSHIPS

: PHIL & JEANNE SMITH AND PETER &
NNE STRATIGOS .

COUPLES/INDIV: Mike & Sue KeLry, Bos &
SHIRLEY KNIGHT (02), BiLL & BArB McCRIRIE
(02), Roranp & JANE Owens, *THoMAS REINKE
(FLrvL)» Brie & Jane Tomiinson (03), Dennis
& JOMARIE SosynskI,» PAuUL ZURAWSKI.

*A HEARTY WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER THOMAS
REINKE. NEwW MEMBERS INFUSE NEW ENERGY TO
THE SOCIETY. LONGER TIME MEMBERS ARE THOSE
WHO ARE THE SUSTAINING VITAL FORCE.

[F YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER CONSIDER JOINING
THIS SOCIETY OR MAKING A FINANCIAL CONTRI-
BUTION. [F THIS 1SSUE 1S STAMPED “CoMPLE-

MENTARY CoPY” - SOMEONE IS PAYING THE BILLS.

YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED.

THANKS THANKS THANKS
..NorM CATRELL, JoHN & JANICE FIELD AND
SHIRLEY RITTER |

R FOR HELPING GET THE JUNE
NEWSLETTER IN THE MAIL.

. .BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP FOR DONATION UPON
REC IPT OF THE KENSINGTON CEMETERY TRANS-

CRIPTION.

..BoB WATSON WHO WILL BE TAKING PHOTOS
OF LOCAL HISTORIC SITES.THESE WILL BE IN-
CLUDED IN THE HisTorIC RESOURCE SURVEY
RECORDS.

. MiLTon CHARBONEAU'FOR ADDITIONAL INFOR-

MATION RE: THE QUICK FAMILY WHOSE FARM
WAS FEATURED LAST MONTH.

...FRAN FICK WHO HAS STOCKED THE SOCIETY
COVERLETS AT HER MAIN STREET APPAREL SHOP
FOR SEVERAL YEARS. FRAN IS SELLING OUT.

...FAY HALL, DAUGHTER OF HEnNRY HALL, wHO
BUILT BRIGHTON’S SKI JUMPS ON FLINT RoAD

IN THE EARLY 1930S, FOR HER FINE ALBUM.

HER FAMILY’S HISTORY AND A NUMBER OF PHOTOS
ARE INCLUDED. THANKS ALSO TO ToM LEITH

AND HORACE TAYLOR wHOM FAY INTERVIEWED.

...HAROLD SALOW FOR MAKING ARRANGEMENTS
TO MOVE A BOOKCASE FROM A CLOSED ONE ROOM
scHooL IN Conway TownsHIP TO THE Lyons
ScHooL. ALso 1o ConwAy TOWNSHIP FOR THE
DONATION.

...BILL & JANE TOMLINSON FOR INCLUDING A
DONATION WITH THEIR DUES.

PRESERVATION/RESTORATION

ARCHIVES: THE RECENT ADDITION OF THE
ALBUM OF HENRY HALL AND THE SKI JUMPS
HE BUILT IN BrigHTON IN THE 1930s 1S
MOST WELCOME. WE ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO
CONSIDER DONATING SIMILAR RECORDS OF
ANCESTORS’ CONNECTION TO THE AREA.

HISTORY BOOK: CaroL McMacken, 231-2957,
IS A DETERMINED AND RESOLUTE COMPILER
BF THE AREA’S HISTORY. AN EXCELLENT BOOK
WILL RESULT. CALL WITH YOUR OFFER OF
HELP.

HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY: Bos WaTsoN
WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHING AREA SITES. WE

ARE GRATEFUL TO FINE PICTURES OF EARLIER
SITES; THESE WILL BE A TREASURE FOR
FUTURE RESEARCHERS.

THE SOCIETY EXPRESSES SINCERE
SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY OF
HERBERT MuNzZEL
HE WAS A LONG TIME
MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY

BRIGHTON ART FAIR - AUGUST 11 & 12

BRIGHTON'S ANNUAL ART FAIR, IN AUGUST,
WILL BE THE SITE, AGAIN, FOR THE SOCIETY
B0oOTH. ConTAcT Nancy FREDENBURG, 810/
220-79%4 AND OFFER YOUR HELP. THIS IS
GOOD VISIBILITY FOR THE SOCIETY AND A
LOT OF FUN FOR YOU.

YEAR 2001
BUSINESS/PROFESSTONAL MEMBERS

Apvance CRAFT HoMme BuiLpers, INC., BRIGH-
ToN BAR AND GRILL, THE FEnce Spot, FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND THE Yum Yum TREE
HAVE EXPRESSED SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY'S
MISSION. PLEASE SUPPORT THEM.

NEEDED NEEDED NEEDED
...BOX OF ADDRESS LABELS - AVery #5351.

...BOOKS OF 1ST CLASS POSTAGE STAMPS»
FOR ADMINISTRATION AND ARCHIVES MATLING.

...THREE HOLE NOTEBOOKS, 1%“ D RING:TOD
PROPERLY FILE ARCHIVAL INFORMATION.

...PEOPLE TO SERVE ON THE SOCIETY BOARD
OR ON A PROJECT COMMITTEE.



BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM
P 0 BOX 481, BRIGHTON HMI u8116-0481

\ NAME

PHONE

ADORESS

SEND MEMBERSHIP cARD? ( ) Yes () No

(PLease ncLupe Lip + § pigiT)

{ ) Nev () REWEWAL. YOUR HELP IS NEEDED WITH: *HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROJECTS,
"*Funo RAISING PROJECYS. ***ADHINISTRATION OF YHE SOCIETY, (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE.)

( ) 550,00 PatrON’
() $50.00 Bus/Pror.

OONATION: ( ) $10.00 () $20.00

QUES:

() 325,00 CourLE
() $15.00 InorviouaL ( ) $500.00 LiFe

() $50.00 () $100.00 ()%

() $2.00 Stuoewr (K-12, CoLLecs)

OTHER.

THE Socievy 1s o 501(c)3 IncoMe Tax DepucTisLE ORGANTZATION.

"HisToRIC PRESERVATION ProvecTs: ARCHIVES, HIsTORY Book, HIsTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY.
HisToRIC SI1TE RESTORATION/REGISTRATION/MARKER, Lyons ScuooL, Orat Hisrory/Vipeo.

PROTOGRAPHY,

"*Fuio RatsinG Prosects: Baxe SaLe, Coverters, Howe Tour, Mues, NeeoLerorny Kiv,
Note anp Post Caros, S1GHATURE QuILY,- SPeciAL Evenrs: Tore Bacs.. PiLCow.
"*"ADMINISTRATION OF THE SOCIETY: Boaro/OFFICER/COMMITTEE. MEnBER, NewsLETYER, PusLicITY,

FUND RAISING PROJECTS
YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL

P(ST CARDS WITH EARLY LOCAL SCENES, PKG OF
6/%3.; NOTE PAPER @ $2.50; cories oF 1875
PLAT MAPS oF BrRIGHTON, GENOA, GREEN OAK AND
HAMBURG TownsHIPS AND A .1915 MAP oF BRriGH-
N For $1.: NEEDLEPOINT KITS $8. sHow THE
/o Town HALL As po MUGS @ $5. anp TOTE
Bags @ $15. COVERLETS, RED, GREEN OR BLUE
HAVE NINE LOCAL SITES WOVEN IN. $4Q,
ALL THE ABOVE AT 810/229-6402.

A new TAPESTRY PILLOW, $30., DEPICTING THE
BRIGHTON RAILROAD DEPOT AND TRAIN IS AVAIL-
ABLE. A FINE COMPANION TO THE COVERLETS
ABOVE. 810/220-7934 TO ORDER.

THE SIGNATURE QUILT, ON WHICH ARE EMBROIDERED
SIGNATURES FOR A DONATION oF $10.00, HAS ROOM
FOR YOURS. SEND IN YOUR SIGNATURE OR THAT OF
A RELATIVE. A FILE OF SIGNATURES OF EARLY
RESIDENTS IS AVAILABLE. YOUR DONATION IS AN
APPROPRIATE AND SIMPLE WAY TO SUPPORT THE
SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES.

TILES: 13 DIFFERENT LOCAL SITES ARE SHOWN
ON BLACK/WHITE 6” SQUARE CERAMIC TILES.
THESE ARE ALL LIMITED EDITIONS. NOSTALGIA
ANTIQUES, 116 W. MAIN, HAS THEM IN STOCK
AT $8.00 or 3/$21.00.

WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

JuLy 28, 10-4. g
QuILT & FiBer SHow pLus CiviL WAR ENCAMP-
MENT. (ALso JuLy 29) BLACKSMITH AT THE
MUSEUM FORGE EVERY SATURDAY DURING THE
SUMMER. HTTP://scs.k12.M/.us/~WATERLOO

HOME TOURS ON THE CALENDAR

AucusT 11, 12, MILFORD SOCIETY WILL HOST A

ME TOUR PLUS AN ICE CREAM SALE AND A

ZEA MARKET. FARMINGTON SOCIETY WILL HAVE
A HOME TOUR SEPTEMBER 15, 16. THESE EVENTS
ARE GOOD FUND RAISERS AND RAISE AWARENESS
OF PRESERVATION OF EARLY STRUCTURES. WE
CAN DO THE SAME. CALL A BOARD MEMBER WITH
YOUR OFFER TO HELP.

Now THrRu AucusTt 12, _MipiLanp County His-
TORICAL SOCIETY

» MioLanD. “Woven WARMTH,
Amer1can CoverLeETs 1820-1880". 517/
835-7801.

SEPT. 27-73. L1voNniA, GReenmeaD HISTORIC
VILLAGE. “CrviL War SoLniers ReLier FAIR
OF SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN.” A REENACT-
MENT PRESENTED BY 17TH MicHican Co. E.
REENACTORS.

Oct. 5-7. HisTorIcAL Soclery oF MICHIGAN.
OctoBer HisTory CONFERENCE. THE “DETROIT
Story: 300 vYeEArRs oF OpPORTUNITY, DIVER-
SITY AND Success”. 735/769-1828.



BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P 0 BOX 481 NonN-PROFIT ORG.
BRIGHTON MI 48116-0481 U.S.Pi?BTAGF
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COoPY BrRIGHTON, MI
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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. R. B. RoBert’s PINE GROVE FARM 1s THIS ISSUE’S SUBJECT.

R. (RicHarD) B. Roserts’ PINE GROVE FARM 1s rFoundp IN THE 1915 ATLAS IN BRIGHTON
TownsHIP, Section 30, Si NWi. THE GRAND RiVER ROAD CROSSES THE SOUTHEAST CORNER ON
ITS WAY NORTH (AT THAT POINT). THIS PIECE COMPRISED 63 ACRES ON THE NORTH SIDE OF
Cross STREeT. NE1GHBOR, HoLMES TUNIS, HAS A 63 ACRE PIECE DIRECTLY NORTH, BOUNDED

BY CHALLIS RoAD. THIS WAS PART OF THE ORIGINAL C. 120 ACRES BOUGHT BY KINSLEY BINGHAM
AND ROBERT WARDEN, 1IN 1833, FROM THE GOVERNMENT (BINGHAM WAS MICHIGAN'S GOVERNOR
DURING THE MID 1850s.) WARDEN HAS TRANSFERRED HIS INTEREST BY 1835. ROBERTS ALSO

OWNS A 10 ACRE PIECE ON THE WEST SIDE OF NORTH SECOND STREET, NORTH OF WALNUT, JUST
OUTSIDE THE SMITH-MCPHERSON ADDITION WHICH WAS PLATTED c. 1870.

IN THE 1859 ATLAS ROBERT AND FANNY CHARLES ARE OWNERS OF THE C. 120 ACRES. A STRUC-
TURE IS INDICATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF GRAND RIVER JUST NORTH OF CrRoss STREET. FANNY
IS THE DAUGHTER OF TRUMAN AND JANE N. WORDEN. TRUMAM IS NOTED AS ORIGINAL OWNER OF
PROPERTY IN GENOA TOWNSHIP SECTION 25, WHICH IS ON THE BORDER OF BRIGHTON TOWNSHIP.
Now we kNOw How WORDEN LAKE GOT ITS NAME. (TRUMAN HAS THE DUBIOUS DISTINCTION OF
BEING THE FIRST PERSON BURIED IN THE OLp ViLLAce CeEMETERY, 1837.)

INTERESTING QUESTIONS ARISE. ARE THE WORDENS AND THE WARDENS RELATED OR IS IT A
TRANSCRIBER'S ERROR FROM THE HAND WRITTEN RECORDS? [T IS DIFFICULT TO ARRIVE AT A
CLEAR RELATIONSHIP. BOTH SPELLINGS ARE FOUND IN EARLY RECORDS.

ALTHO’ THE ROBERTS NAME IS FOUND IN EARLY LIVINGSTON COUNTY CENSUS RECORDS NONE 1S
RICHARD B. AND ALL ARE IN NEIGHBORING TOWNSHIPS. ONE RESOURCE INDICATES R.B. wAS
BORN IN 1852 1n Lyon TownsHip, OakLanp County. THE 1890 ResIDENTS OF LIvINGSTON
CounTy NOTES RICHARD B. AND WIFE, ETTA, RECAME PARENTS OF CLIFFORD DEcemBer 28, 1890.
EARLY OBITUARIES INDICATE R. B. AND ETTA HAD BURIED AN INFANT THREE YEARS EARLIER.
THIS SAME SOURCE LISTS R. B. AS A 'SALOON KEEPER’ IN BRIGHTON. Son, CLIFF, IS THE
PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BUILDING OF THE RIALTO THEATER ONW. MAIN, ACROSS FROM

THE MILL POND IN 1918.THIS BUILDING WAS DEMOLISHED FOR A PARKING LOT AFTER WW II.

[T IS OF INTEREST TO NOTE THAT ROBERTS’ 63 ACRES NOW HOLDS MEI1JER’S INC., MEIJER
SKATEBOARD PARK AND GM Power TRAIN, ON THE WEST SIDE OF GRAND RIVER. IN THE AREA WHERE
THE HOUSE STOOD ON THE EAST SIDE, AT ONE TIME UncLE JoHn’s Pancakes, THEN UM HEALTH
CENTER WERE ON SITE AND MOST RECENTLY ReAL EsTaTe One. OtHer owners ofF PINE GROVE
FARM 1ncLupep E. BrpwerL AnD Ruby Bowen, owner oF MicHican Lanpscape Nursery. FoLLo-
WING A DISASTROUS GRASS FIRE IN MARCH, 1969, A FEW BIRCHES STOOD THERE UNTIL RECEN-
TLY. (CoMPILED FROM EARLY LAND OWNERS AND SETTLERS AND EARLY OBITUARIES COMPILED BY
MiLToN CHARBONEAU AND FROM LIVINGSTON COUNTY ATLAS AND PLAT MAPS. ADDITIONS/CORREC-
TIONS? MARIEANNA BaIir, 810/229-6402.)



