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LYONS SCHOOL RESTORATION PROJECT

THE DESKS ARE BEING MOVED FROM THE BACK ROOM. THEY ARE
NOW READY FOR CLEANING AND RESTORATION. JOYCE TERRY AND
SHERYL VIGMOSTAD ARE EACH WORKING ON A DESK. THIS FURNI-
TURE 1S CLEANED WITH DENATURED ALCOHOL. DOING THIS OUT-
DOORS OR WITH SCHOOL WINDOWS OPEN PROVIDES PROPER VENTI-
LATION. IT’S SATISFYING TO SEE THE ‘GUNK’ COME OFF AND
THE ORIGINAL FINISH RESTORED.

[T WILL BE A PLEASURE TO PREPARE EXHIBITS IN THE DISPLAY
CASES WHEN THEY ARE DONE.

NerGHBOR Dick WEAIRE HAS REPLACED A WINDOW, ‘UNSTUCK'

THE NEW WINDOWS SO THEY SLIDE EASILY, PREPARED A BOOT
SCRAPER FOR OUTSIDE THE DOOR, FIXED THE GATE LATCH, STACKED
LEFT OVER BOARDS AND HAS CONDUCTED A GENERAL CLEANUP OF

THE YARD. THE SCHOOL LOOKS LIKE SOMEONE CARES.

THE BATHROOM IS ALMOST IN OPERATING CONDITION. THE TEACHER'S
DESK AND A SMALL TABLE ARE IN STORAGE. THESE COULD NOW
BE MOVED INTO THE SCHOOL.

How EXCITING TO SEE THIS PROJECT MOVING ALONG. SUFFICIENT
APPRECIATION IS IMPOSSIBLE TO EXPRESS TO THE MANY LOCAL
CONTRACTORS FOR THEIR CONSTANT DEDICATION.

SOMETHING CAN BE FOUND FOR YOU TO DO IN COMPLETING WITH
THIS FINAL PUSH. CaLL 810/229-6402 TO SCHEDULE YOUR EFFORT.

THE Society 1s AN Income Tax pepucTiBLE 501(c)3 ORGANI-
ZATION. YOUR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION IS ALWAYS WELCOME.

;‘Q\;\ Dates to Remember:

May 3,10,24,31: 1-3 p.M. ARCHIVES FILING.
CaLL 810/229-6402 To cONFIRM. WELCOME.

* 9: 5-8 p.M. & 22: 1-5 P.M. FOR GENEA-
LOGICAL HELP. 810/227-1760 TO CONFIRM.

JUNE U: 7-9 p.M. SOCIETY BOARD MEETING.

* NoTe cHANGE oF DATE. WELCOME.

*BR1GHTON DisTricT LiBrARY, 100 LIBRARY DR.™



MEMBERSHIPS

PATRON: Bernie & BonniE CORRIGAN AND STEVE
& KATE Lowry.

BUS/PROF: Apvance CrRAFT Home BuiLpers, Inc.

COUPLES/INDIV: JANeT L. BALDINGER, JOHN
Curry (LANSING), Ron & CATHERINE DOUGHTY,
Doris FAy, IAL FuLLer, Ruoy & VIRGINIA HER-
RMANN, Doris Housner, FRED/& PHyLLIS Ker-
SLAKE, DeEnnis & MArIA LitTLeworTH (FL),
*Nora E. MiLLER, Ep & SHERRY NYHUS, GREG
Park (0), RicHARD & Jupy PArsons, MARTY &
Lee PawLAk (S.Lyon), Doris PeTersen (CANTON),
CHARLES & NormA JEAN PLESS (Roscommon),
Teop & Linpa PotTer, RicH & Mary RAY, SHERr-
REL RutTerR (DeTrROIT), MARGARET SauUIRE.

*AND THE SOCIETY GAINS A NEW MEMBER! WeL-
coME NoRA MILLER. THE MANY RENEWALS ARE A
REAL CONFIRMATION THE SOCIETY IS AVIABLE
ORGANIZATION. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE A
MAJOR MEANS OF SUPPORT. YOUR ENERGY, EXPER-
TISE, AND WILLINGNESS ARE EQUALLY VALUABLE.
WHEN YOU SEE SOME WAY YOU CAN PARTICIPATE

AT SOME LEVEL CONTACT A BOARD MEMBER. THAT
WILLINGNESS IS THE ONLY QUALIFICATION NEEDED.

THANKS THANKS THANKS

..BERT BAIR & JOHN & JANICE FIELD FOR
HELPING MAIL THE APRIL NEWSLETTER.

...NorRA MiLLER, Tepp & LinpA PotTeER, Doris
PETERSEN AND MARGARET SQUIRE FOR INCLUDING
A DONATION WITH THEIR DUES.

..AMer1cAN Lecion Jesse B. CooLey Post #235
FOR THEIR DONATION.

..CRAIG FERRIS OF THE BRIGHTON FIRE DEPART-
MENT FOR A COPY OF A PHOTO OF 21 LOCAL VOLUN-
TEER MEMBERS STANDING BY A FIRE TRUCK Cc. 1940
IN FRONT OF THE TOWN HALL. ALSO A PHOTO OF
AN EARLY GROUP WITH THEIR FIRE FIGHTING
EQUIPMENT. ALL OF THESE VOLUNTEERS ARE IDEN-
TIFIED. CRAIG FERRIS IS PREPARING A HISTORY
OF THE DEPARTMENT. TERRY McCLOSKEY IS HELPING.

...DAVE LEHMAN WHO HAS HELPED WITH I.D. OF
THE C. 1940 PHOTO AND FOR THE PROGRAM OF THE
RoTARY’sS FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OBSERVANCE.

. .EVERYONE WHO THINKS OF THE SOCIETY BEFORE
DISCARDING ITEMS OF AN HISTORICAL NATURE.

...DENNIS AND MARIA LITTLEWORTH AND CHARLES
AND NorMA JEAN PLESS FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE LYONS SCHOOL PROJECT.

..JoYyce TERRY, SHErRYL ViGMOSTAD AND Dick
WEAIRE FOR THEIR HELP IN RESTORATION JOBS
AT THE Lyons ScHooL.

PRESERVATION/RESTORATION

ARCHIVES: CoP1ES OF INFORMATION AL-
READY COMPILED WILL BE HELPFUL IN
RESEARCHING THE HISTORY OF THE BRIGH-
ToN FIrRe DePARTMENT. CRAIG FERRIS, OF
THE BRIGHTON FIRE: DEPARTMENT, IS
WORKING ON SUCH A HISTORY. HE wouLD
WELCOME PICTURES, ETC.

EISTQR! BOOK: Can Ynu RE OF HELP TO
AROL McMacken, 231-29577 HER THOROUGH
RESEARCH WILL RESULT IN A FINE RECORD
OF THE AREA’S HISTORY.

ORAL HISTORY: LEARN HOW TO MOST EF-
FICIENTLY CONDUCT AN ORAL HISTORY.
YOUR PARENTS OR OTHER OLDER RELATIVES
WOULD BE A GOOD PLACE TO BEGIN. AN
ORAL HISTORY WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD
AT Novi PusLic LiBrary, Novi, SATUR-
DAY, May 19. 248/349-6774.

HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY: THE PHOTO-
GRAPHING OF LOCAL STRUCTURES IS AN
IMPORTANT PART OF THE SOCIETY'S MIS-
STION. CAMERA AND FILM WILL BE PRO-
VIDED, PLUS A LIST OF STRUCTURES TO
BE PHOTOGRAPHED. WHEN THESE STRUC-
TURES ARE GONE - THEY ARE GONE.

To HELP WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE PRO-
JECTS CALL A BOARD MEMBER. ////,
NOTICE
THE NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL

\\\\ NOTICE NOTICE
BE HELD JUNE 4, 7 P.M. AT THE LIBRARY.

THE USUAL MEET!NG DAY IS A HOLIDAY.

,////’ YEAR 2001 \\\\\ \\\\\\

BUSINESS/PROFESSTONAL MEMBERS
DERS, INC..,

R
MMW
CHURCH, AND THE_YuM YuM TREE HAVE EX-
PRESSED SUPPORT OF THE SOCIETY'S MIS-
SION. THEY DESERVE OUR PATRONAGE.

NEEDED NEEDED NEEDED
...BOX OF ADDRESS LABELS - AVERY #5351.

...BOOKS OF 1sT CLASS'POSTAGE STAMPS,
FOR ADMINISTRATION AND ARCHIVES MAILING.

...THREE HOLE NOTEBOOKS, 14“ D RING;TO
PROPERLY FILE ARCHIVAL INFORMATION.

...PEOPLE TO SERVE ON THE SOCIETY BOARD
OR ON A PROJECT COMMITTEE.



BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM
P 0 BOX 481, BRIGHTON MI 48116-0481

\ NAME : PHONE.

ADDRESS . )
Seno MeMBersHIP cARD? ( ) Yes () No (PLease wcLuve Tip + T oigiv

( ) New () RemewaL. YOuR HELP I NEEDED WITH: *HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROVECTS:
"*Funp RaISING PROJECTS, "**ADHINISTRATION OF THE SOCIETY, (PLEASE CIRCLE ONE.)

OUES: ( ) $50.00 Patrok’ () $25.00 CourLe () $2.00 Stupewr (K-12, CoLiece)
() $50.00 Bus/Prof. ( ) $15.00 InoiviouaL ( ) $500,00 Lire :

DONATION: ( ) $10.00 () $20.00 ( ) $50.00 ( ) $100.00 () §  OrHer.
Tve Soctery 1s 4 S01(c)3 Incoue Tax DeoucTiBLE ORGANIZATION,

"H1sTORIC PRESERVATION PROVECTS: ARCHIVES: HisToRY Books HIsTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY.
Historic S1Te RESTORATION/REGISTRATION/MARKER, Lyons SchooL, OraL Hisvdry/Vipeo,
PROTOGRAPHY,

"*Funo RAIsING ProvecTs: Bake SaLe, Coverters, Howe Tours Mues, NeeoLerornt Ki
Note anp Post CARDs, SI1GNATURE QuILY, SPECIAL EVENTS: Tore BAGS:. PiLLOW.
***ADMINISTRATION OF THE SocleTY: Boaro/OFF1CER/CoMMITTEE. Menser, NEwsLETYER, PusLicITY.

FUND RAISING PROJECTS
YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL

POST CARDS WITH EARLY LOCAL SCENES) PKG
OF B/33.7 MuGs @ $5.; ToTE BAGS @ $15.:

NOTE PAPER © $2.50; 11X14 PHOTOS OF THE
MILL POND AND DAM @ $725.; corles oF 1875
PLAT MaPS OF BRIGHTON,-GeEnoA, GReEN 0ak
| anD HamBURG TownsHIP AND a 1915 mar oF
BRIGHTON FOR $1. MAKE AN INTERESTING
DISPLAY: NEEDIFPOINT XITS $8. SHOW THE

Ouo Town HALL. ALL THE ABOVE AT
810/229-6402.

TILES: 13 DIFFERENT LOCAL SITES, ARE SHOWN
ON BLACK/WHITE 6 SQUARE CERAMIC TILES.
THESE ARE ALL LIMITED EDITIONS, NOSTALGIA
ANTIQUES, 116 W. MAIN, HAS THEM IN STOCK
AT $8.00 or 3/$21.00.

CoveRLETS, $49., RED) GREEN OR BLUE HAVE
NINE LOCAL SITES WOVEN IN. AT NAUGHTY N
Nice, 412 W. MAIN.

A NEW TAPESTRY PILLOW: $30., DEPICTING
THE BRIGHTON RAILROAD DEPOT AND TRAIN
IS AVAILABLE. A FINE COMPANION TO THE
CCVERLETS ABOVE. 810/229-9100 TO ORDER.

THE SIGNATURE QUILY, ON WHICH ARE EMBROI~
DERED SIGNATURES FOR A DONATION OF $10.00,
HAS SPACE FOR YOURS, SEND IN YOUR SIGNA-
TURE OR THAT OF A RELATIVE, A FILE OF S16-
NATURES OF EARLY RESIDENTS 1S AVAILABLE,
YOUR DONATION IS AN APPROPRIATE AND SIMPLE
WAY TO SUPPORT THE SOCIETY'S ACTIVITIES.

WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

May 10: 10-4, BricHTON GARDEN CLUB WILD-
FLOWER SALE. FIRST UNITED METH CHURCH.
810/229-8u87

May 11: MicHIGAN ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSE
AssocIATION ANNUAL MeeTinG, MT. PLEA-
SANT. 2U48/477-7375.

May 19: OraL HisTory WorksHor, Novi
PusLic Lisrary, Novi. 2u48/349-6774.

May 19: 1-5 p.m. SaLINE Area HisT. Soc.
JPENS THE RENTSCHLER FARM Museum, 1265 E.
MICHIGAN AVE., SALINE. “SPRING BABIES” FARM

EXHIBITS, ETC. OPEN EACH SATURDAY, 11-3.
734/769-2219, 5

May 6 & 13, 2-5 p.M. FIRE STATION MUSEUM,
110 W. Cross ST., YPSILANTI. 734/547-0663.

JUuNe 3: 1-4 p.M. NORTHVILLEHIST. SOCIETY
oPENS MiLL RACE VILLAGE FOR THE SUMMER.

SunpAys, 1-4 p.M. Docents, COuNTRY STORE, ETC.

JUNE 24: 15TH AnnuaL Loc CaBIn DAy 1IN
MicHIGAN. 616/925-383%6.

WEDNESDAYS AND WEEKENDS 12-U4 p.M. WASHTENAW
County HisTt. SocIieTy oPens THE MuSEuM ON
Main, 500 N. Main, Ann ArBOR. 734/662-9092.

JuLy 22. FestivaL AT HisTtoric ForT WAYNE,
DeTro1T. DeTrOIT HIST. SOCIETY CELEBRATES
DeTroIT’s 300TH BIRTHDAY. PARADE OF HISTORIC
sHIPS, CIvVIL WAR REENACTORS, TOURS, ETC.
WWW.DETROITHISTORICAL.ORG



BRIGHTON AREA HISTORICAL S
P 0 BOX 481 =

BRIGHTON MI 48116-0481 Non-PROFIT ORG.
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AREA FARMS c¢.1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN AN EARLIER EDITION OF THE BRIGHTON
ARGUS, CONTINUES. THE FARMS OF P.J. Spicer, PLEASANT VIEW FARM, CHILSON, AND THAT OF
HIS SON EpGArR S. Spicer, WILLOW BROOK FARM, CHILSON, ARE THE SUBJECTS OF THIS ISSUE.

P.J. (PHILETUS Jos1AH) Spicer AND EDGAR S. SPICER ARE LOCATED IN THE 1915 ATLAS OF
GENOA TownsHIP. (OUR RESEARCH DOESN'T CONNECT THE LARGE GEORGE SPICER FAMILY, WHICH
SETTLED IN GREeN 0AKk TownsHIP c. 1856, wiTH P.J. AND EDGAR S.)

MarcH 30, 1852, P.J. was BORN IN MonrOE CounTy, MicHIGAN. AFTER MARRYING L1zzIE JOHN-
SON IN 1878, THEY LIVED FOR ANOTHER 10 YEARS IN MONROE. THE LOSS OF SEVEN OF THEIR 13
CHILDREN AS INFANTS WAS EXTREME EVEN FOR THAT TIME.

1891-93 rFinDS THE FAMILY IN DeEnveR, CoLORADO, WHERE P.J. WAS A BLACKSMITH AND MINER.
Son, EpGAR S., wAS ONLY 8 WHEN THAT MOVE FROM MONROE wAS MADE. IN 1893 THEY CAME BACK
TO MICHIGAN SETTLING IN BRIGHTON. P.J.CONTINUED HIS WORK AS A BLACKSMITH UNTIL 1905
WHEN THEY MOVED TO CHILSON. WHERE RICHARDSON MEETS SCHAFER ROAD, JUST NORTH OF HAMBURG
TownsHiP, P.J. HAS AN 80 Acre pIeEcé IN THE Ei SEY oF Section 32 1N GENOA TOWNSHIP.
ANOTHER 40 ACRES ARE IN THE SWi NWY ALMOST ENTIRELY DESCRIBED AS A HUCKLEBERRY OR
BLUEBERRY MARSH.

In 1910 EpcArR S. MARRIED HARRIET JORDAN. BY THEN HE HAD MOVED TO DETROIT. HE HAD STU-

DIED FOR TWO YEARS AT HouGHTON CoLLEGE, N.Y., TO BECOME A MINISTER. MARCH 12, 1918, AT
THE AGE OF 35, HE DIED, PERHAPS A VICTIM OF THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC OF THE TIME. A

SON PRECEDED HIM AND A DAUGHTER AND WIFE SURVIVED HIM. IT SEEMS DOUBTFUL EDGAR S. HAD

MUCH OPPORTUNITY TO ENGAGE IN FARMING. [HE FARM MAY ONLY HAVE BEEN IN HIS NAME.

BROTHER RALPH DIED, NovemBer 7, 1923, AT AN EVEN YOUNGER AGE, 30. HE WAS EMPLOYED BY
THE M1cHIGAN AND OHIO SAND AND GRAVEL COMPANY AT THE PIT IN CHILSON. A CAVE-IN LEFT

HIS WIFE OF TWO YEARS A WIDOW AND HIS ONE YEAR OLD SON, FATHERLESS. (CoMPILED BY MARIE-
ANNA BAIR FROM OBITUARIES AND CEMETERY RECORDS COLLECTED BY MILTON CHARBONEAU AND

GENOA TOWNSHIP PLAT MAPS. ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS ARE WELCOMED. 8%0/229-6402)

IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION NOT ALL OF OUR READERS ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE MANNER IN
WHICH A LAND SALE IS RECORDED. THE 16 TOwNSHIPS OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY ARE DIVIDED IN 36
SQUARE MILE SECTIONS. THESE ARE NUMBERED, BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER ENDING
WITH SECTION 36 IN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER. FOR RECORDING PURPOSES EACH SECTION CAN BE
DIVIDED INTO QUARTERS AND SUBDIVIDED AS NECESSARY. EACH SECTION EQUALS 640 ACRES;

EACH TOWNSHIP EQUALS 23,040 Acres. LivinesTon County EquAaLs 368,640 ACrRes. (THE EARTH'S
CURVATURE MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT; SO NORTH AND WEST BOUNDARIES OF TOWNSHIPS WILL
OFTEN RESULT IN FRACTIONAL SECTIONS.)



