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AREA FARMS C. 1900

RESEARCH OF LOCAL FARMS AND FARMERS, LISTED IN THE BRIGHTON ARGUS, THEIR BACKGROUND
AND LOCATION CONTINUES. JOHN TAYLOR’S OAKDALE FARM 1S THE SUBJECT OF THIS ISSUE.

SINCE THE ARRIVAL IN THE AREA, IN 1857, oF Joun L. SR. AND WIFE MAHALIA RORERTS,
THE TAYLOR NAME HAS BEEN WELL KNOWN AND RESPECTED. BOTH JOHN AND MAHALIA WERE
BORN IN MICHIGAN WHICH SUGGESTS THEIR PARENTS CAME TO THIS STATE AT AN EARLIER DATE.

MAHALIA MUST HAVE BEEN A STURDY WOMAN TO COME WITH JOHN TO COMMENCE FARMING AT

A TIME OF NATIONAL RECESSION. AMONG THE TEN CHILDREN BORN TO THEM FROM 1856 THRU
1877, 1T APPEARS ALL, EXCEPT THE LAST, MIRTIE, LIVED INTO ADULTHOOD. (HOWEVER,
CORRA, THE EIGHTH, DIED AT 21.)

JOHN SR., WAS A FARMER AND DEALT IN sTock. 1875 LivinesTon CounTy Business NoTices
LIST HIM AS “ENGAGED IN GENERAL FARMING”. (BriGHTON TownsHip, Sec. 10, E} SE! 90 Acres
ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF HYNE Roap.) By 1895 He HAS 120 Acres 1N Sections 9 anp 10, on
MAXF1ELD LAKE ROAD IN THE WoODRUFF CREEK WATERSHED: AN AREA ESPECIALLY SUITED

FOR GENERAL FARMING.

SoN, JOHN JR., WAS BORN IN 1867. AS WITH MOST OF HIS SIBLINGS JOHN (# 6) MARRIED

A YOUNG WOMAN FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD. FLORA JACOBS BECAME HIS WIFE MArRcH 12, 1896.
BorN 1IN 1873 SHE WAS THE DAUGHTER OF CHARLES JACOBS WHO WAS BORN IN BRIGHTON Town-
SHIP IN 1846. JoHn AND FLORA HAD FOUR CHILDREN: CLARENCE, LILLIAN, RuTH AND MIL-
DRED BELLE. AS THEIR PARENTS HAD DONE THE CHILDREN MARRIED LOCALLY.

C. 1900 Joun L. JrR., 15 THE owNeR oF OAKDALE FARM, coNSISTING OF 40 ACRES IN
Section 19, BrigHTON TownsHIP. GRAND R1VER ROAD RUNS THRU THE MIDDLE, WHERE HILTON
RoAp JoINs. NEARBY, ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF HILTON THERE ARE ANOTHER 80 ACRES THROUGH
wHICH ORe CREEK FLOWS. THIS IS JUST EAST OF AN 80 HIS FATHER-IN-LAW OWNS. (THIS

IS BEFORE THE FORMATION OF WOODLAND LAKE.)

THERE ARE STILL MANY DESCENDANTS OF JOHN SR., AND MAHALIA IN THE AREA. BECAUSE
OF THIS TREPIDATION IS FELT BUT WE HAVE MUSTERED COURAGE SUFFICIENT TO GIVE AN
ACCOUNTING OF THE HISTORY OF THIS FARM. (CoMPILED BY MARIEANNA BAIR FROM “EARLY
LANDOWNERS AND SETTLERS OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY” AND OBITUARIES COLLECTED BY MILTON
CHARBONEAU; GENEALOGICAL REFERENCES PROVIDED BY JANE TOMLINSON; AND ATLAS AND
CENSUS RECORDS. ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS WELCOMED. 810/229-6402.)



